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PREFAC 
The primary aim of the writer in preparing this thesis 
has been to investigate the various departments of government 
of the city of Oberlin, Kansas . This study was not made from 
the viewpoint of the critical observer interested in uncover-
ing either outstandlng efficiencies or inefficiences. The 
material presented is submitted for the purpose of collabor-
ating practical knowledge with theoretical knowledGe i n the 
study of municipal government . 
C H A P T E R I 
EARLY HISTORY OF OBERLIN 
The summer of 1872 found the western plains of Kansas 
covered with buffalo . Men who were hunters and homeseek-
ers came from the eastern part of the state in large parties. 
Their chief occupa. ,ion was hunting buffaloes for their hides 
and the meat they produced . 'l'he buffaloes were killed, skin-
ned and the meat dried . The hide of the buffalo and the 
dried or jerked meat found a ready market back "east . " The 
money from the hides was used to buy food, clothing and to-
bacco . 
The trappers and hunters ~ho visited t~is re5ion in 1872 
were the -1arco Polo ' s of western Kansas . 'rhey took with t r~em 
to the people of the east, then ws that to the wes t lay bound-
.. 
less plains where the buffalo roamed by t he t t ousands . rhey 
told of the beautiful valleys of t he Sappa, the Prairie Dog, 
and the Beaver that flowed throu5h t he land t hat \'!as later to 
become Decatur County . l 
News did not travel as rapidly then as it doe s today , but 
the stories that the hunters and trappers told of the se 
1. The Oberlin Times , December 15, 1927, p . 1, "Oberlin Once 
Indian Abode - 1~ow Modern City," from Ilistorical Sketches l:iy 
Lee Meadows . 
beautiful valleys soon had its effect . People who were 
seeking homes listened to the stories and heeded the call 
of the west . 
Location 
Decatur County ranks seventy- fourth in population in 
the state of Kansas and is t he third county east from the 
Colorado line in lie nort~ tier of counties . It is bounded 
on the north by t.:1e state of -ebraska, on the east by 1 or-
ton county , on the south by Sheridan county, and on the 
west by Rawlins county . It is located between the meridans 
one hundred and one hundred and one, west of the prime mer-
idan, between the thirty-ninth and for·tieth parallels north 
·of the equator . Oberlin is the county seat . 2 
Early Pioneers 
The first pioneers to heed the call of the west came 
in September of 1872 . Colonel J. A. Hopkins, accompanied 
by Del Coburn and Henry Playford, came from Cawker City, 
Kansas, which w@,s then the Federal Land Office . Sarr; Porter 
and John Griffin came in from ~ebraska and joined the Caw-
ker City party for mutual protection . Another party of 
four consisting of Len Lewis, C. J . Grundy, and W. D. Street 
arrived in December of the same year and selected land for 
homes . The first families to arrive in Sappa Va~le y came 
2. Rand cially and Company, .Map of United States, 1936 . 
i n the spring of 1873 in l arge nunbers . Some of those who 
se l e cted land f or homes were Robert 6iddle , H. R. Huffiphrey , 
Charl-s Canfield , John Austin , and Sueppard Farren . A 
small co l ony of -ohemians came to the terrltory in April, 
of 1873 , from near On aha, i-e br·aska. The JI.en of this group 
were Joseph Cilek, Wengel Skalook , Frank Louis and Joe 
Blecha . The Robert Riley , WilliaL Love and john Stiner 
faJLilies arrived in September of 1837 . 
1i/.!rs . r: . P . -rindy v,as tte first vibltf, wd;ar to live in 
the county . She had the misfo1 tune to shoot herself tt:.rough 
the foot and later Jied from the wound . he f.i.rst Hhite 
child born in the county was a daughter born to 1.1r . and 11,rs . 
Joseph Cilek, June 2 , 1873 • She is now t:_e wife of a pros-
perous farmer livins near JenninEs , Kansas . 3 
Indian Raid 
The Indian massacre is still viviC in the minds of many 
of the old settlers of Decatur county . A tand of Cheyenne 
Indians headed by Chief Dull nife left tr_e reservation in 
Oklahoma and started north throush Kansas . l'l:e indians 
were follov,ed by L1ajor l.1auck with five companies of the 
Fourth United States Cavalry and two companies of the 1,ine-
teenth Infantry . The troops had a skirr~isL with t":-1e Indi-
ans September 28 , 1878 , southeast of what is now Grainfield , 
3 . Love , John , "Re cords of Early History of Oberlin, 
11 
December 15 , 1937 , PP • 3- 8 . 
Kansas. Colonel Lewis was k illed in the engagement and 
t he lnd ians cont inued on n o rthward . '.rhey commit ted their 
first act of violence Sunday , September 29, on the north 
fork of the Sol omon River at Letherman ' s ranch , by shoot-
i ng at two boys . One of the boys was critically injured 
but the other e 0 caped to Oberlin , bringing wJrd of the 
Indians t o t he peopl e of the city . September 30 , they 
k illed a rancher and his two sons while they were making 
hay . The following day they moved on up the Beaver , kill-
ing fourteen men and boys . They dest royed tr e homes , out -
raged the women , kil l ed the men and boys and kidnapped the 
smaller g i rls . It was months before all the children tak-
en by the ~ndians were returned to their homes , some of 
t ~em being found as far south as Texas . Jne of the girls 
was l ater the rr:other-in-law of Caleb Smick who before r.:.i s 
death was superintendent of the Oberlin schools . There 
were 17 pers8ns killed in the raid . They were : G. F . ~a l-
t ers, F . i .• • Abernathy , H. P . Lull, Ferninand Westfall , John 
~estfall , ~arcelus Felt , John Irwin, E . P . HuITphrey , John 
Hudson , John ',fr i ght , ~d 11ishelly , James Smith , v illiam 
Laing , Freeman Laing , John C. Laing , Yilliam La · n5, Junior , 
and John Humph rey . The bodies were buriec in the Oberlin 
Cemetery and in 1929 a bill was put through the l erislature 
to erect a monument to those who died in Decatur county . 
Fifteen hundred dollars was voted for this purpose . roday 
there is a large monument s tanding in the northeast c~-rner 
of the cemetery with the names of those who were killed 
engraved upon it . This is the last time that the Indians 
were ever on the warpath in the region of Oberlin . 4 
Decatur County Organized 
In July , 1879, a petition signed by two hundred and 
fifty vo te rs was submitted to Governor John P. St John, 
asking that the territory be organized into a county. 
The governor granted the petition and named Oberlin as 
the te mporary county seat . J . B. Hitchcock , Frank Kim-
ball and George Shoemaker were named as temporary county 
comrrissi oners until a permanent board could be elected 
by the voters of the newly formed county . 5 
The first meeting of the county corrmissioners was 
held December 15 , 1879 . The main business transacted at 
this meetLng was to call a special election February 3, 
1880 , for the purpose of locating a permanent county seat. 
The regular officers of the county were to be elected at 
this meet~ng and were to hold office until the re5ular 
election in November . 6 
Decatur Center and Oberlin were the two towns to be 
voted on for permanent county seat . 1~ch interest was 
taken ove r the e l ect ion, with both factions working for 
4 . Love , John "Record of Early History of Oberlin, 11 
December 15 , 1937, P • 2 . 
5 . Andreas , A. T., History of the State of .Kansas , 1883, 
P • 1612 . 
6 . County Commissioners , 1,1inutes of .Meetings , Book A, 
1879 , P . 2 . 
their particular town . There were 803 votes cast at the 
election , with 583 vot ing for Oberlin as the perffianent 
county seat and 220 voted for Decatur Center . The first 
officers of the county were : N. G. Addleman , county clerk; 
Frank Kimball, Henry Clare , and J . C. Johnston, county 
commiss ioners; George Keys, re5ister of deeds; Luthe r 
Brown , probate judge; W. A. Frasier, sheriff; GeorEe ~et-
calf , treasurer; Ed Bowman , county at torne:·; H. A . Colvin, 
clerk of the court; Dr . W. D. street, coroner; and, Lyle 
Bishop, surveyor . 7 
Oberlin Organized 
8 
The city of Oberlin was incorporated Ji.me 29, 1885, 
.with J . ·v. Allen , mayor; D. G. Addleman, police judy ; J . 
C. Wilson, W. A. Frasier, S . T. Colby , George ~etcalf , and 
F. A. Hurt, councilmen ; Roe Griffin , marshall; h . C. Doo -
lit t le, clerk; and J . A. Rodehaver, treasurer . The mar-
shall , clerk , and treasurer were appointed by mayor J . W. 
Allen . There were 86 votes 
a cast • .,, 
Early Institutions in Oberlin 
In February, 1874 the first postoffice was eBtablished 
with J . A. Rodehaver as postmaster. The ma il service 
started July 3 , 1874 , and in the spring of 1875, a rra il 
route was establishe ~ from Red Willow , Nebras~a, to Buf falo 
7 . CouPty Commisesionors , 1,.inutes of i:.1eetinr:s , Book A, 1879, 
R· 2 . o . Incorporated by D. H. Pratt, Jud~e of the seventeenth 
judicial district of Kansas . 
9 . City Clerk , l,:inutes of r •• eetings of Council, Book A, P · 1. 
Park , Kansas , by way of Oberlin . 10 
The first school was built in 1877 • It was a one room 
log house with dirt roof . It was furnished with four win-
dows, log seats and a dirt floor . The buildin5 was used 
for church services on Sunday . The first school term was 
three months in len5th with Court 1,i:iller as teacher . The 
schools that were held until 1882 were subscription schools, 
with each student paying a dollar a month to attend . Tne 
money paid by the students was tne t sa cher ' s remuneration 
for the services he rendered . The numbe r of students 
ranged from six to twelve, no textbooks were used, but in-
stead t he lessons were written on slates by the teacher, 
then memorized by the students . 
The first church v,as organized by the 1\.ethodists . It 
was held in the .ome of J . D. Rodehaver during the spr~ng 
of 1877 , with Reverend Reuben Bisbee as the first rrinis -
ter . In January , 1880 , t he Presbyterian church was organ-
i zed with Reverend John 'Nilson as minister. The Presby-
terians erected t he first fraTue church in the cit · and 
12 
county, it being c ompleted in 1880 . 
Federal Land Office 
The Federal Land Office was located at Cawker City, 
Kansas , when Decatur County was organized . It v:as moved 
10 . Oberlin Herald , June 12 , 1929, P • 1 . 
1 1. John Love , "Records of ~arl~ History of Oberlin, 11 
December 15 , 1927 , p . 2 . 
1 2 . Oberlin Herald , June 12 , 1929 , P • 2 . 
to Oberlin in 1882, i n orde r t o accom rrodate the rapid l y 
settling counties of Decatur , Rawlins , Cheyenne , Sheridan , 
Sherman , Graham, and Norton. K~nsas was divided up into 
district s by the Federal government with the above named 
counti es making u p the Northern Land District, which com-
pris e d 3 , 878 ,000 acres of land . The l a rgest portion of 
this acreage was open t o se ttlement , with tle exception 
of t he school l and and the land already settled . Thomas 
Cananough was appointed as re giste r; Charl es Chandler , 
receiver ; and Edmund h1artin, cle rk . 13 
Ra ilroads 
The first railroad came in Octobe r, 1885 . It was 
constructed by the Republican Valley , Kansas , and South-
western Ra ilroad Company , and was operated by the Burling -
ton and ~ i ssouri Ri ver Railroad Company . The eastern ter-
minal of t his railroad is at Superior , ebraska . It crosses 
the north boundary of the state of Kansas northeast of Long 
Island , Kansas , passine; throuch the citi -s of Almena , r:o r-
t on , ·orcatur with the western terminal at Oberlin. This 
railroad was purchased by the Chicago , Purlington and 
15 
Quincy Railroad Company in 1906 and is still in operation. 
13. Andreas , A. T . History of the State of Kansas , 1883, 
P • 1604 . 
14. Seventh Biennia l Re port , State Board of Agriculture 
o f Kansas , Volume XII , 1889-1890 , p . 53 . 
15. Report of Public Ut ilities Comn.ission , State of Kansas 
1911-1912 , PD • 296- 297 • 
Newspapers 
The Oberlin Herald was the first newspaper . It was 
started in 1879 by J . C. Humphrey and James Counter . The 
Oberlin Times started in 1881 but was consolidated with 
the Oberlin Herald , Jiarch 1, 1882 . The Oberlin Herald 
has continued its publication to the present time, serv-
ing the county as the o ff icial paper , witL Earnest Woodard 
as editor . Following is an editorial by ~r . Woodard found 
in the Sixtieth Anniversary edition of the Oberlin Herald , 
which not only g ives a vivid account o f the growth of the 
newspaper but sornethlne of the early strusgles and develop-
ment of the community . 
Sixty years ago the Herald was born throuth the am-
bitions of its founders to earn a livin~ and to have a 
part in the development of a then open country, into s 
settlement, town , and county . £ver since that day on 
June 19, 1879, when the first issue carr.e off the ol d hand 
press , the Herald has carried on, has marched forward all 
the time and has always attempted to foster and support 
projects and principles for the best interest of its read-
ers and the people of the comrwni ty . 
Through those sixty years the Herald has experienced 
about every difficulty known to the business , foremost of 
which was finance durin5 hard times when crops were light 
or failed, and businesses diminished to ·the point of noth-
ing . But through al l these difficulties the Herald, like 
other pioneer bus inesses of those eventful years , has pur-
sued its cours e and ~rown from that rreager betinning until 
today it is recognized as one of the outstanding newspapers 
Ln Northwestern Kansas . 
Although we have been a part of the Herald a Ji::.tle :ess 
than a decade, we are proud of the record that it has estab-
lished and maintained throughout the sixty years ; proud of 
the courage and foresight of those who directed its destinies 
t r.rough those early years of difficulty; ano proud of the 
service that the Herald has rendered to a deservin€ and per-
severing family of readers and advertisers; and proud today 
that the rlera l d can bring to i ts rsaders something of a his-
torical review of Decatur county since its infancy . 
Sixty years constitt:te but a s•:ort tirr.e in history . 
Oberlin and Decatur county are young . There are wary 
taings yet t~ be accomplished, and the Herald only sixty 
years y oung , hopes to have a part in t~ose future accomp-
lishments . 16 
It will be noted from Table I on the following page 
that the growth has been fairly constant, with the great-
est increase between 1920 and 1930 . Table II shows the 
nativity of population for 1900 and 1930 as compared with 
the state of Kansas . It will be noLed th3t tre per cent 
of native white and native parentage was five and six 
tentns per cent higher than for the state in 1900 and 
nine 1~,, cent hi5her than the state for 1930. The per 
cen'l., of native white and mixed parentage was one tenth 
of a per cent lower than the state in 1900 and four per 
cent lower tnan the state in 1930 . From the table on 
the following paGe it can be seen that the per cent of 
foreign born whites was two and two tenths per cent lower 
for Oberlin than for the state in 1900. In 1930, the per 
cent of foreign born whites was three per cent as c.::rr.!)ar-
ed with four per cent for the state. T~e forei~n born 
white population of the state has declined four and five 
tenths per cent while that of Oberlin has declined three 
and three tenths per cent between 1900 and 1930 . The data 
as shown in Table II on the following page shows u-.:.at 
Oberlin had 19 negroes in 1900 and there were none record-
ed for 1930 . Such a factor as nativitv of population is 
an important factor in the efficient adminisLration of any 
governmental unit . 
16. Oberlin Herald, Sixtieth Anniversary edition, June 15, 
1939, P • 2 . 
The following t able shov.s something of the popul?tion growth from 
1900 to 1:338. 
Year 1900 
Population 957 
TABLE I 
Populetion Growth 1900-1937 
1910 1920 
1,157 1,247 
TABLF II 
Population Distribution 
lbtOO a.nd 1930 
1930 
1,587 
1937 
1,853 
17 
Po ulation 
Group 
Oberlin Per- Oberlin Per-
1900 cent 1930 cent 
Kansas 
1900 
Per- 1{ansas Per-
cent 1930 cent 
Total 
Population 
Na ti ve White 
and Native 
Parentage 
Native Vihite 
and Mixed 
Par nt&.ge 
Foreign Born 
White 
Negroes 
957 
717 76.6 
159 16.9 
59 6.5 
19 . 2 
1,587 1 , 470, 495 1 , 880,999 
1,374 87 1,044, '151 71 1,455,442 78 
162 10 24:,,984 17 269,689 14 
51 3 124,995 8 .5 69,715 4 
0 0 51,467 5.5 66,544 4 
17. Thirteenth Census of the United States, 1910, p . 66B . Fourteenth 
Census of the United Stc:tes , 1920, p . 42~ . TwentY- seventh Biennial 
Report , Kansas State Board of Agriculture, p . 545 . 
18. Thirteenth Census of the Uni ted States, 1910, o . 669. Fifteenth 
Census of the United Stat es, 1950, p . 821. 
18 
CHAPTEh.II 
G-OV~RKi\iLt:J:-JT A JD P_t;RSONl\JSL 
Introduction 
The form of s overnment is an important factor in the 
study of any f Overnmental unit . It is important in that 
some forms are more conducive to inefficiency in adminis -
trative policies than others . Efficiency in any phase of 
government, whether it be finance, public service , or law 
enforcement depends primarilv upon the individual in charge 
of the work . The form of government may be a means to bet-
ter administration, but it is the ind ividual in charge who 
is ultimatel y responsible for an efficient government. 
Incorporation of Third Class Cities 
Any cit y with a population of over one hundred and 
not more than two thousand may organize as a city of the 
third class under the laws of Kansas . In order to do this 
it is necessary that a petition si gned by a majority of the 
qualified voters of the city be submitted to t he county com-
missioners with satisfactory proof that it has been published 
in a paper of the cit y or county for three consecutive weeks. 
The count y commiss ioners must then call an election not later 
than one week after the petition has been submi t ted to them. 
A mayor, police judge , and five councilmen are to be elected 
in all cities desiring to operate under a mayor-council form 
of sovernment . 19 
Oberlin as a City of the Third Class 
Oberlin was incorporated as a cit y of the third class, 
June 29, 1885 . As a city of this class, it has the power to 
sue or be sued; purchase or receive as a gift any property 
and can sell the same; has in its power the care, management , 
and cont rol of all finances . It also has the power to enact, 
alter , modify , or repeal any and all ordinances such as it 
shall deem expedient for the eood government of the city and 
the welfare of the citizens . I'o ordinance shall be enacted 
that is contrary to the laws of the state of Kansas . 20 
Duties of the Governing 0ody 
The governing bocy of Oberlin consists of the rrayor 
and council, each elected fo r a term of two years . All or-
dinances passed must be read at a public meetinE and con-
s~dered by sections, then voted on by the 3overning body . 
A majority vote is necersary for the passage of an ordin-
ance . It is the duty of the cit - clerk to keep an ordin-
ance bock in whic~ is written all the orrinances t~~t are 
in force in the city . The governinr body has in its power 
the care, r.anagement , and control of the city and its fin-
ances . ~tis clillrged with the responsibility of appropriat-
ing mone., to meet current expenses and to pay indebtedness. 
19 . Revised Statutes of Kansas, 1935, Chap . 15, Section 401 . 
20 . Revised Statutes of Kansas, 1935, Chap . 15, section 401. 
It must make necessary improvement in streets, sidewalks, 
and any other improvement that is necessary for the welfare 
and safety of its citizens . 21 
Powers of the Mayor 
The mayor is popularly elected and must be a qualified 
voter of the cit y . He is t he presiding officer at all meet-
ings of the city council, having a vote only when t he council 
is equally divided . He must see that all laws and ordinances 
of the city are enforced and be responsible for all appoin-
tive officials . He must sign all orders and drafts upon the 
city treasury for mone y , and see that the city clerk a t tests 
all orders and fixes to them the seal of the city . He has 
the power to approve or veto any ordinance passed by the 
council . He may call for reports from any or all officers 
at any time . He may ask for aid t o enforce laws, remit fines, 
and grant reprieves or pardons with the consent of the coun-
cil . He shall appoint a cit J clerk, treasurer, and marshall 
and any other officers t hat are necessary for t he efficient 
administration of the government . 
Mayors of Oberlin 
The data found in Table III on the following page 
shows that there have been twenty-four men that have served 
in the office of mayor . The avera5e length of service of 
21 . Revised Statutes of Kansas , 1935, Chapter 15, sec . 412 . 
22 . Revised Statutes of Kansas, 1935, Chapter 15, sec. 301 . 
TABLE III 
Mayors of Oberlin 
Name Period of Service Total 
J . Vv . Allen 1885 , 1888 2 
A. w. Bariteau 1886 1 
A. L. Patchin 1887 1 
V\ . T. May 1889 1 
s. w. McElroy 1890 1 
H. o. Douglas 1891 1 
c. E. Chandler 1892 1 
A. H. McGee 1895-94, 1899 5 
Alonzo Smith 1895 1 
L. G. Parker 1896 1 
Art Steele 1897 1 
w. s. Fleming 1898 1 
c. H. Tilden 1900, 1905-06 5 
½. B. Mead 1901 1 
c. N. Page 1902 l 
G. B. Vewter 1905-04 2 
Geo . Hoadley 1907-08 2 
c. s. Maddox 1909-10, 1921-24 6 
s. J . Morrish 1811-16 6 
R. D. Strain 1917-20 4 
V·1 . K. Curry 1925-32 8 
J . P. Noble 1955-54 2 
H. ( . Banta. 1955- 56 2 
J . c. Nitch 1937 1 
24 
24 . Ci ty Clerie, Record of Minutes of Council Meetings , 8 vols. 
of the mayor was two and two tenths years . The longest 
term for any one mayor was eight years, held by W. K. Curry 
from 1925 to 1932 . Twelve of the mayors served one-year 
terms. J . C. i t ch was elected in 1937 and is still serv-
ing . It is interestint t 0 note that 27 years of the 53-
year period has been served by seven mayors . This period 
was from 1911 to 1937 . 23 
Duties of the Council 
The city council is popularly elected for a tern, of 
two years from t_~ city at large . TheJ must be qualified 
voters of the city . It is the legislative body of the city 
and exercises its powers through cit . ordinances . The coun-
cil has the power to grant franchises and enter int o con-
tracts involving the city; to purchase land for parks and 
other purposes and to sell city property ; and rr,ay enact any 
ord lnance that would regulate the conduct of the city or in-
sure the safety of t he citizens . 26 
Councilmen of Oberlin 
In Table IV on the following three pages is shown a 
list of members of tho council from the time that the city 
was incorporated in 1885 up to and including 1937 . There 
have been 99 men and one woman serve as rn mbers of the coun-
cil . The lons est tenure for any one individual was held by 
23 . Ordinance ~umber 4 Limited the term of ~ayer to l year . 
26 . Ordinance Book , City of Oberlin, Book A, P . 2 . 
TABLE IV 
Councilmen of Oberlin 
Name Period of Service Total 
w. A. Fr~sier 1885-86 2 
.t<rancis .t:Srown --- 1.tH:f/ -- -- ----r----
c:7f.-rfti"d;n 1888-- - --- - Q - --i-----·------~-------- ~-I. 0. Wier 1889. 1897 2 
R. A. Marks 18~0 1 
Alon_zo Smith 1891-1894 4 
A.H. Hollister 1892 1 -----1------·-George Robinson _____ ._..__ 1895 1 
C .. S. Maddox - 1-896,:9~7, 1905_-08 ---~-== 
S.J. Morrish 1890 9 1898-1900 3 
Vv. S. Fleming -1901 1 
Perry Bradley 1902 1 
W. F. Steiner 1905-04 2 
1-H~.-O-.-C-a_s_t_e_r---~--+---,l...,9"""'05~-0~6-----+---2,-----1 
S. A. Fish 1907-10 4 
F. B. Patton 1911-16 6 
A. Lippin 1917-18 2 
H. t. Murph.Y 1919-20 --· - -2----
D. G. A r=fdlel'l0 n -y92l-28 4 ---~'"" 
J. C. Ni tch 1925-32 --8 
J.P. Noble 1933-54 2 
H. Q. Banta 1935-56, l~0~-10 _4 ___ 
1 
J.C. Nitch 19i7 1 
Franl: Hunt 1885 l 
J. B. Hi tchcocK 1886 1 
J. I. Foltz 1887 1 -·--------i 
H. O. Douglas 1~ ]-897 2 
C. A. Belle.my 1889 _ ---1---l----1 
Egbert Tilder1 18~0, 1896 
N. E. _tiller 1891 1 
J. ~ . Farrington 189? 1 
--I . F, . Larrick 1895 -- 1 
ill Brov:n 1894 1 
J • .?. O'Grl'dy 1895 1 
J. ~. uinn 1896-JS, 1900-7820 4 
G. V. Mathis 1890 1 -·--1------
B.. A • Griff in 1901 1 __ _ 
.cJiarlr.a..CmL__ _ _, _ _liQ_g ------- -- _1 --· ---
~-D<> 1 ., 1903-04 2 
}, , J • i'~e.rvin 1 qog ., n 2 _ _ __ 
L...J2.._ U::.vP-!'.\ .J.all-l,p ______ ,,.__...6,_ _ _ _ 
S. O. Sto~ell 1~17-20 4 y;-·~): Bi. va.na ren::.mf-----·--t--·1...,6..-----• 
;. . J:Thomsen 1957 -----1-----------------·----- -----------~--
27 a. 
27a.. City ClerK, Record of MinutE:s of Council Meetiugs, 8 Vols. 
TABLE IV 
Councilmen of Oberlin 
--- ----
Name Period of Service Total 
s. F. Colbv 1885 ------ 1 H. 11 . Lioocott 1886 1 
YI • A. Llovd 1887 1 
Victor Lori£" 1888 . 1902 2 
L. G. Parker 1889 1 
E. J . Patchin 18911 1896 2 
J . E. Bebb 1892 1 
J • B • Vawter 18J3-94 2 
o. L. Benton 1895 1 
E;. s. Dean 1897 1 
if . T. Stevenson 1898-UOO, l.::102-04, 
1893-95 6 -J . ,,I . Sears 1901 1 
Ira Peck 1905-06 -- --~-Z...-D. P. Gilbert l\::107-08 2 
I . Ii . ftailsbac.K 1909-10 2 
H. J . Hitchcock ldll-16 6 
J . R. Dol'l·den 1~17-20 4 
H. F. Cevelv 1921-24 4 ~-R. l\'lcGee 192d-:::2 4 
H. L. Mur'JhY 1955-34 2 
A. E. h.oberts 1935-36 2 -
I. h . Seige.nthaler 1937 1 
D. c. ;,.,osier 188§-87 . 1907-08 5 
J. B. 0 ' Toole 1888 _!__ 
c. A. Harlan 1889 1 -
J . A. Newterg 1891 1 
P~;r;,:n ,FJr~~ley_ 19Q3-04 ? 
F ... H.t f'.:li:tb H:)05-06 2 
V, s t\. 1 [.,-1i:·r~ 1::>;!,1-20 10 
I;, 0:. Qamgb~ll l.:;21-28 8 
Rell T a.ndau 192.3-]g__ 4 
.QJ~n~ J.~35-38 6 
Geor.ae ~etcalf 1885 1 
~v . E. Reeder 1886 1 -A. J . King 1887 1----J . P. Burns 1888 1 
H. J . Potter 1889 1 
D. A. Beal 18~0-91 2 
M. E. Mix 18~2 1 
I. !il . Farrir gton 189B 1 
IJ ennie , . ells 18:14 1 
E. E,. .i1oser 1895 1 
27 b 
27b. City ClerK, Recora of Minutes of Council. eetings , 8 vols. 
T.ABLE IV 
Councilmen of Oberlin 
Name Perioa of Service Total 
J. c. Emhizer 1896 1 
c. i:iorin l:888 
I. E. Larricic !89~-1900 2 
A. J'. Pa.tc'fiin I90I I 
A. B. E'.oIIister I<Jl'.5~ I 
H. Fl. l'.iillswortn I~15~04 
H. A. Orili'i t:Fi I~OS-06, I':::10~-10 4 
~i. J . Marvin rno7-Lia 
J. R. FiemJ.ng I .1U-H5 
J. IS . PadctOCK rnn-~o 4 
P. • F. Stone I~~I-~8 
Gien Hanson rn~9-34 6 
T.aIIa.ce ~101le I~55-5S 
EarI S;,roul I~57 
27 C 
27 c. City Clerie, hecord of Minutes of Council Mettings, 8 Vols . 
J . W. Bivans from 1921 to 1936 . Forty- seven of the council 
members served one - year periods , 26 members served two-year 
periods , one serv ed three years, 12 served four years, eight 
sfrved ei~ht years , one served 10 years , and one served for 
16 years . The average tern for the entire period was two 
and four tenths years . 
APPOINTIV~ OFF ICIALS 
City Treasurer 
The treasurer is appointed by the mayor . The only quali -
fication for this office is that of a qualified voter . He must 
make a full financial stateffient and present it to t~e council 
each month . Expenditures must be made by t :_e treasure r on 
the ba sis of appropriations in t he bude;et, with the authority 
of the counc il and the signature of the mayor . 28 arrants can 
not in any case be issued in excess of the balance in any one 
of the various funds of t._e city . 29 Ac cording to the state 
laws of Kansas, a city may rer1uest that the treasurer be bond-
ed , 30 but the cit does not r equire this official to e:i ve bond . 
The oity of Oberlin is violating the laws of Kansas in r egard 
to exceeding the balance in any particular fund as is shown 
by the summary of Auditor ' s Report in the Appendix . 
City Clerk 
The city clerk is appointed by t he mayor and he must be 
a qualified vo~er of t he city . It is the duty of this office 
to keep al accounts of tne city and an account of all properJy 
owned by the city . He must keep a record of all expenditu res 
and receipts and the source of each . A separate account of 
each appropriation of the council must be recorded, with the 
date and purpose of each appropriation . rle acts as secretary 
at all council meetings , keepi ng a record of the minutes of 
~e. Ordinance Book , City of Oberlin, Book C, P . 4 . 
29 . Revised Statutes of Kansas , 1935 , Chapter 15, sec . 412 . 
30 . Revised Statutes of Kansas , 1935, Chapter 15, sec . 208 . 
each meeting . At the close of the fiscal year, the clerk 
must make a financ i al s t atement showing the r e ceipts and ex-
penditures, indebtedness , and all property of the cit y with 
the amount of income derived from each source . The clerk 
must make any and all financial reporls to the Kansas League 
of 1Junicipalit,ies or any othe r organization of which the 
7, 7 
city is a me mber -~· The laws of the state of Kansas provide 
for the bondlng of city clerks . 32 The city clerk is r.ot 
bonded as is shown by the Audi tor ' s Report on page 106 of 
the Appendix . 
City Attorney 
The city attorney is appoir.ted by the rr.ayor . He must 
be a graduate from a law schoo l and a qualified voter . The 
c ity.attorney traLsacts all le gal bus,ness for the city . He 
gives le ~a l advice to the council , mayor, or any other offi -
cial of the city . It is his duty to aopear in all courts 
and defend the city in all cases iL wh"ch it is a party . He 
must attend all meetings of the council where l e5al matters 
are to be discussed . The salar~ of the city attorney is $50 
per year , payable out of t ne funds of the city treasury. 33 
I.1arshal 
The marshall is a·:ipointed by the mayor and rrust be a 
qualified voter . The duty of the marshal is t o erforce all 
state laws and city ordinances within the city. He serves 
3l • Ordinance Boo k, Ci ty o f Oberlin Bopk C, P • 4. 
32 . Revised Statutes of Kansas , 193~ , Cnapter 15 , sec . 208 . 
33 . Ordinance Book , City of Oberlin , Book C, P • 4 . 
as chief of police with the power to make or order an 
arrest . 34 He is responsible for the entire work of the 
police force . All ni ~ht marshalls or assistants shall 
be subordinate to and receive their orders from the 
marsha1 . 35 
City Superintendent 
The city superintendent is a -,pointed by tr_e mayor . 
This is a newly created office within the city governmant , 
being created in 1937 . There has been no ordinance passed 
which stipulates the duties of this office . The office 
was created in order to have a qualified supervisor for 
the utilities and public services of the city . The pre -
sent superintendent receives a salary of $175 per month . 
He is directly responsible for all employees in the li ght 
plant, water system, and street depart~ent . 
36 
34 . Ordinance Book, City of Oberlin, Book C, p . 4. 
35. Ordinance Book , City of Obe rlin, ook C, P . 4 . 
36 . Cit y Clerk, Minutes ofCouncil i.iestinc-, Book E, p . 16 . 
CH APTER III 
POLICE, FIRE, STR~ETS, AND GARBAGE 
Introduction 
i/\lhen large numbers of people are livin5 t o gether in 
close proximity , the problems of maintaining order , protect-
ing property and lives, and preserving health, are sreaLly 
increased . One of the principl e responslbilities of the 
authorities of a city is to provide police protection for 
its inhabitants. A sec :nd responsibility is to provide 
fi re-fight ing facilities sufficient to protect the property 
and lives of t~e citizens . The degree of efficiency with 
which these proble~~ are handled depends upon Lhe city au-
thoriti e s . Some municipalities spend l ar5e surr.s of money 
in these various phases of city government while other 
cities neglect , to a great extent, t 1eir responsibilities 
i n these fields . 
Police Judge 
The police judge is popularly elected for a period of 
two years . He must be a l egal voter of the city . 31 It is 
t he duty of the police judge to hear and cive al] decisions 
a gainst any law or ordinance of the city . He has original 
jurisdicti on in thi s respect . In the carrying out of his 
37. Ordinance Book , City of Obe rlin, Book A, p. 3. 
duties he must ke e p a docket in which are recorded all re -
cords of cases that come before him . He must i ssue warrants 
for the arrest of offenders against which c omplaints are 
filed . All warrants issued by him are served by t 1e city 
marshal , a policeman, the sheriff or any other person ap-
pointed to perform the function . When a person is arrested 
and broueht before him it is his duty to hear t he case and 
38 
deterffi:ne the corplaint allered aga·nst the defendent . If 
t he police judge finds in the course of the trial that the 
offense alleged to have been comlliitted is an offence against 
state law he must stop the trial . The case is tLen tried 
before a justice of the peace as it is beyond the jurisdic-
tion of the police jud~e to try case s that violate state 
39 
laws . He has the power to summon witnesses whom he be -
lieves to have a knowledge of the case . Such witnesses are 
to receive fift y cents a day for their s ervices . If the de -
fendant p leads gui lty or is found t~ be gui l ty , i t is the 
duty of the police judge to declare the penalty . Any or all 
cases tried before t he police judge may be appealed to the 
dist,rict c ourt .
40 
It is t he opinion of the writer LL.at the 
jurisd iction of the police judge as list ed above would 
cause a discrepancy in the administering of justice . If an 
offense is committed that violates a state law but does not 
38 . 
39 . 
40 . 
Revised Statutes of Kansas, 1935 , Chapter 15, sec . 503 . 
Revised Statutes of Kansas , 1935, Chapter 15 , sec . 509 . 
Revised Statutes of Kansas , 1935 , Chapter 15 , sec . 515 . 
violate a city ord i nance , t h e police judge has no jurisd ic-
tion. 
Police Judges of Oberlin 
Table Von the following page shows the police judges 
from the time of the governments inception in 1885 down to 
and including 1937 . Th is table shows that there have been 
16 individuals serve in that capacity . The longest period 
served by one indivi dua l was 8 years , served by J . S . Leake 
from 1913 to 1920 . The shortest period was 1 year , served 
41 
by H. D. Colvin in 1899 and S . S . Vansickle in 1902 . 
The re were seven individuals who served 2 years ea ch, 1 in-
dividual that served 3 years , 2 who served for 4 years , 2 
who served 5- year periods , 1 with a 6 - year period , and 1 
with 8 years of service . The a v erage tenure for the en-
tire period was 3 . 1 years . From t he data shown i n the 
ta~le there i s a trend toward a l onge r tenure for the police 
judge as the last 5 judges h2ve served 24 yeQrs of the en-
tire 53- year period . The ho~e of the police judge serves 
as his office . 
Cases in Police Court 
The data shown in Table VI shows the total number of 
cases appearing before the po lice judge over the er1tire per-
iod fro m 1894 to 1938 . The greates t number of violations 
41 . The o rdinance that lirrited the mayor and counci l to a 
1-year term d id not include the police judge . 
TABLE' V 
?olice Judges of Oberlin 
Name Perioo of Service Tote.l 
c. E. Chandler 1885-86 2 
Teague Ray 1887-88 2 
E. D. Stillson 1889-91, 1894-95 5 
P. J. Goss 1892-~5, 1895 5 
\'v. A. Lloyd 1897-98, HOO, 1905-04 5 
H. r;. Colvin 1899 1 
H. R. Marietta. 1905-06 2 
s. s. Vansic_le 1902 1 
J. K. Huber 1907-08 2 
L. G. Parker 1909-10 2 
Yi. G. Colbert 1911-12 2 
J . s. Lea.Ke 1915-20 8 
L. M. Parker 1921-22 2 
L. s. Cornell 1925-28 6 
J. E. Ranson 1929-52 4 
Guy .Allen 1955 4 
42 
42. City ClerK, h.ecord of Minutes of Council Meetings, 8 Vols. 
were for i ntoxicat i on with a total of 141 cases . Arrests 
for this o f fense were made in 26 of t he 45-year period , with 
the greates t numbe r of arrests for any one year occurring 
in 1929 with a total of 17. There were 136 cases for speed 
violations , 13 for violating the curfew law , 10 for fie,ht -
i ng , seven for 0a~bling , six for stealing, two for operat-
ing without a license , and two for riding on the sidewalk . 
The total number of cases amounted to 317 for the 45- year 
period in which records were made . It is interestin~ to 
not e that the periods of 1894-1903, 1908 , and 1911-1912, 
44 
show no cases appear~ng before the polic0 judge . One hun-
dred and fifty-four of the t otal nurr,ber of cases appeared 
before one police judge . ~his perioc was from 1923 to 1928, 
while L . S . Cornell was ln off~ce . It is of interest to 
note that 122 of the cases appearing before the police judge 
for speed violations was over a six- year period . T~e year 
wi tL th~ Li:::hes t number appear .ng before tte police jud[.. e 
was in 1923, when 62 of fenders were arres- ed for speedi11e_: 
and 15 for intoxicati~n, makinf a t otal of 77 cases . 
The writer could not find any ta~gible evide~ce as to 
why some years showed no arrests while oth r years showed a 
great many more than the average . It is the assumpti-n of 
the writer that the laws of the cit y were not enforced as 
effectively~ some of the officers and a(ain it ffiilht be 
due to the fact that the police judfe in so~e lnstances Was 
more lenient than in other years . 
,. 
r, ,., 
Offenses commited , Type of offense , Number of Offenses 
with t he year that each was committed. 
Riding Operating Exceeding 
Intoxic- on side- Steal- Fight- without sueed Gamb- Curf ev~ 
Year ation walk ing ing license limit ling la.w 
1894 
118~ 
118~6 
1897 
1898 
_b~~ 
1~00 
1801 
1902 
1~05 
1go4 ? 4 
1905 5 
1~06 7 
1907 2 1 
11908 
1909 2 1 
1910 6 1 1 1 2 
bll 
191£ 
1.:,13 1 
1~14 1 
1915 4 1 1 
.1916 4 l 
1917 2 !) 
l':::118 Q 2 12 
1919 5 1 5 1 
lS20 2 2 
1921 2 5 -
1922 6 l 7 
1~25 15 62 
1924 2 l'd 
1~25 ~u 
1926 6 9 -
1927 10 
1928 11 
192B 17 
1\150 1 
1951 
1952 
1955 
1954 
1955 7 
936 5 
937 7 4 4 
958 13 5 
Total 141 2 6 10 2 136 7 15 
43 . Doc.t:et Book of Police Judge of Oberlin, 5 Vols . 
45 
Fire Department 
The fire department of Oberl i n has always b e en , and is 
at the present , volunteer , witn tLe personnel bein5 paid s:, 
much per fire . Ttie fire department was forrred in 1906 with 
the o l d hose ane cart as fi 0 ~tlnE appareLus . The present 
f i re trucl was purchased in September , 1928 , at a cost of 
~5 , 000 . 'i'he firLi fi[,htins app&ratus, n.ac'e by the Boyer Fire 
Fi1:):..ting Apparatus Company , i s mounted on a G . 
It is of the triple purpose type , with two 40-callon clem-
ical outfits and 150 feet of hose , for ext:n~uishins the 
ordinary small firs; a~C a rotar; pump Tuounted on tLe truck, 
whic: can pum 500 allcns of w1?,ter per ninute v,itl a pres -
sure of 300 pounds per square inch at the nozzle of the hose . 
The power for the rotary pump is suppli~d by the 75 horse -
power motor mounted in the truck . Ehe pn: .. ,sent fire chief is 
J . i . Grice, with Roy Hayes as his assis ant . There are 10 
firemen besides the chief and the assistant . 'able VII on 
the followin5 pape stows the aEount of fire loss from 1921 
to 1938 . There were no records ma?e of fire losses until 
1921 , when the state fire marshal suigested the k6eping of 
records to facilitate re~orts made to him . It will be noted 
t~at the average fire loss for the 18- year period was 
~16 , 151 . 35 . 'fue greatest fire loss occurred in 1922 when a 
l a rge department store was destroyed . vurlnt the years of 
1927 and 1928 there were no fire losses repo1ted, and during 
the year of 1 936 there was a total loss of $25 . 
45 
45 .• -- Journal of Fire Chief , City of Oberlin , pp . 1 - 28 . 
Year 
1921 
1922 
1824 
19r6 
1927 
19''8 
TABLE VII 
Fire LoBses in Oberlin f or Years , 
1921-1958 
A.11ou.nt of Loss 
----------- ------- -- --
$ 1 , 650. 00 ----- -· ..... -- --- -- ------ - ----~ 
48 , 700 . 00 
'd , 488 . 35 - - - -
5 , 171. 00 
-------
- - ---·-- - ---------
1 ,100 . 00 - ~- --- ---- - -------------
4, [50 . 00 ---- ---- -------- ----
no lo·s r _orteo 
no lofs rr.:io-ted 
' , 5:30 . 00 - ----------------------- -----·-
1;.i:-,0 
19H 
1 t3 
19?5 
1956 
6, 0i:;-0.00 -------------- ------- -----
14,850. no ---~---- - - ------------ --------
7, 75.00 ------------------
~ , 350 . 'JO ----- ------- -------------------------
-::::i:-o .oo --- -----·----
1,650.00 ---~ -----
,~ .no ---- ---- ---
5,fJl . 00 -- -- ------------------------ ----
Tot 1 $110 , 7~4 . 55 - ------- -- ------------ ---- ------ --------
J1verage ,Jer Year 
46. Jour n& l of Fi re Chiei , City of Oberlin , .JP • 45..{::0 , Sec-Liou B. 
Streets 
The system used in the city for cleanin: the streets is 
by flushing the pavement with water and then the street clean-
ing crew follows up and cleans the gutters . The number of 
times that the streets are cleaned per month depend somewhat 
upon the condition of the weather and the tlLC of year . The 
streets durint the sumrrer are usually flushed at least once 
per week, but dur.:..ng the winter they are flushed only when 
the weather will pern,it . The only machinery used on the 
strdets is the snow plow that is used in t~e winter to push 
the snow from the streets, the remainder of the clean_ng is 
with hand labor . rLe city requires tr.:.at property owners 
keep the weeds, refuse, and snow cleared away on the front 
of their particular property . l'Le method of rrarkin the 
streets is tL.e method commonly used by most srr,all citi_s . A 
standard with t1~c name of t:C.e street is placed where it can 
be plainly visible to passing r~torists . Th8 lator employed 
in the street cleaning crew since 1935 has been relief lalor . 
The amount of money pai~ out for street labor for 1937 aLount-
ed to $4 , 004 . 92 . 
Garbage Disposal 
The citv does not have a definite systeu of disposing 
of ~a r gabe . The garbage is collected by private individuals 
who usually 5uarantee tbat they will collect all 5arba5e and 
refuse in a satisfactory manner . This system of zarbage 
47. Audi tor ' s Report, City of Oberlin, July, 1938 • 
disposal has not proven too satisfactory, as t he private 
collectors are unde r no definite obligations to make 
48 
systematic collections. 
48. Personal interview, Ralph Claa r, City Clerk , May 24, 
1938. 
CH AP TER IV 
PUBLIC UTILI TI ES 
Introductions 
Pu blic Utiliti es are pu blic service companies tha t pro-
vide services to t h e pe op l e of a city or commu nity . The com-
pany ma y be privat GlY or municipally owned . If pr i vate l y 
owned, t he company is financed and admini stered by p riva t e 
capital and se lls its services to t h e city . It mu nicipally 
owned, t he company is finan ced and administered by t he ci~y 
and all funds collect ed go into t he treasury of t h e city . 
Regar dl ess of whi ch kind i s used, it would be impos s i b l e for 
t h ~ modern city to oper~te wi t hout pu ~lic utilities . The r e 
is no othe r phas e of city g overnment tha t dema nd s more time 
and c onsi derati on , mo re f inances , and p rovides servi ce s to 
mo re people t han the pu blic ut i liti e s . 
Wa ter Sy s t em 
The water s ystem is mu nicipally o wne d . The cou ncil 
fixes by ordinan ce t he rates fo r wa te r and prov i des for such 
48 
employees as are ne ces sar y to operate the p l ant . The 
water s ystem was the first municipal-owned publ i c utilit y t o 
operate in Oberl in . The first wat er mains were laid in 1888 . 
In Octobe r o f that year t he c i t y vot ed $ 25 , 000 in bonds . 
48. Revised Stat ut e s of Kansas, 1935 , Chapter 15, sec . 804 . 
Another $5 , 000 i n bonds was voted , February 16 , 1889 , for fur-
t he r wa t e r works i mpr ove ruent . 49 The firs t ma i ns were l a i d by 
Sidney :roorish , father of pre se nt city superintendent , "' uy 
l~rrish . A total of 58 wells have bee n drilled over a pe riod 
of 80 years i n an a t tempt t o find suffici ent water . The 
thr ee wells t hat furnish the present supply were drilled in 
1926, 1928 and 1938 , and cost $2 ,000 . The pumping p l ant wa s 
built i n 1905 , with s t eam engine s as the source of powe r . 
These eng ines were u s ed until 1921 , when t he steam equipment 
was removed and semi - Di ese l s were ins ta l l ed . the sta ndpipe 
has a capa city of 85 , 000 gallons and was e rected .· in 1905 . 
The pl ant pumps an average of 150 , 000 gallons pe r day during 
t he ~ onth s of June , Ju l y , and Au gust, with an ave r age of 
100,000 ga llons pe r day for t he entire year. Th er e ha s been 
a total of $79 , 000 vote d i n bonds for wat e r equi pment sin ce 
th e plant was 
. 50 
started. Tabl e VI II on t he following page 
sh ows t lw.t all of this has be en paid except $7 , 500 of t he 
last bond i ssue of $24 ,000 made i n 1921. Oberlin gets its 
51 
wat e r f rom shallow wells . The ave ra ge r evenu e for t he 17 
citie s re por ting in Table VI II wa s $8 , 815 ; Obe r lin had 
$ 12,101 for total r evenu e . The average ope r a ting co s t s of 
t he 12 citi e s reporting was $5 ,499 ; Oberl in ha d an ope r a t i ng 
cost of $3 ,085 . The Ave rage indebtedne s s of t he nine citie s 
reporting was $27, 233 ; Oberli n showed a bonded indebtedness 
49. 
50. 
51. 
Ord.1nance Book, City of Oberlin , Book A, p . 14. 
Ordinan ce Book City of Obe rlin, ook A, ~ . 6 . 
Nost we lls t hat are drilled to~ de pth of 80 f eet or 
le ss are classed as shallow well s . 
TABLE VIII 
Municipal-Owned ~aterworks Systems 
A Comparison of t he Wat erworks Systems of 22 Third Class 
Cities of Kansas wit h a Popula tfon of 1 , 200 to 2,000. 
City 
Arma 
Source of 
supply 
deep well 
Bonner Sprg . shal . well 
Chetopa 
-DoV\lns 
Frontenac 
Har per 
Hillsboro 
La Crosse 
. 
Lincoln 
Li ndsborg 
Medicine 
Lodge 
0 ERLIN 
Osbor ne 
_ stream 
shal . well 
deeu well 
shal . well 
shal . well 
deep well 
shal . well 
shal . well 
shal . well 
shal . well 
stream 
Phillipsbur g shal . well 
St. Francis shal . well 
St . John sh.al . well 
Seuan i mpounded 
Stafford shal. well 
Stockton shal . well 
WaKenney shal . well 
Wamego shal. well 
Washington strea.m 
Total Operation 
r evenue costs 
$ 4 , 447. 00 $4, 289. 00 
8, 670 . 00 6 , 192. 00 
6 , 926 . 00 4 , 825 . 00 
no report no report 
10,128. 00 7,051 . 00 
10, 878 . 00 9, 275. 00 
6, 000 . 00 no report 
6,869 . 00 5,651 . 00 
no repor t no report 
no repor t no report 
8 , 848 . 00 5,181 . 00 
12,101 . 00 3, 085. 00 
10 , soo . oo no re ·or t 
no report no report 
6 ,500. 00 5,000 . 00 
8 ,500 . 00 no repor t 
11 , 208 . 00 4, 699 . 00 
8, 865 . 00 A26 , 049 . 00* 
10 , 810. 00 6,579 . 00 
11, 177. 00 no report 
* * A54 ,124. 00 A17 ,544 . 00 
7, 495 . 00 6, 158. 00 
52. Kansas Government Journal , May, 1940 , p-p . 56- 57 
Bonds 
outst anding 
$15 ,000 . 00 
none 
27, 000 . 00 
no report 
none 
56 , 000 . 00 
no re:9ort 
none 
no report 
55 ,soo .oo 
7, 500 . 00 
51 , 000 . 00 
no report 
none 
A86 , 000 . 00-i..~ 
* .AS9,000.00 
35,500 . 00 
none 
44,000 . 00 
none 
5,600 . 00 
* Revenue from Li ght Pl ant and water system combi ned. 
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City 
Arma 
Bonner Sorirnrn 
Chetopa 
Downs 
Fr ont enac 
Harper 
Hillsbor o 
Lacros se 
Lincoln 
Li ndsborg 
Medi cine Lodge 
OB ERLI N 
Osborne 
Philli 2sbur~ 
§t . Fr ancis 
St. John 
Sedan 
St af.ford 
Stockton 
WaKeeney 
i,ameeo 
Washington 
TABLE I X 
Municipal Owned ¥'lat er Works Systems 
of 22 third class cities of Kansas 
Popul a- Cus- , Dat e pl ant. hysical 
tion tomers built Value 
1 . 755 Gl? 1913 50 . 000 
1 . 813 451 1906 50 . 000 
1.666 388 1904 70 . 000 
1. 229 500 1890 25 . 000 
1 . 985 580 1912 125 . 000 
1.756 552 1887 50 . 000 
1 . 801 595 1926 90 . 000 
1 . 566 485 1917 60 .000 
1. 679 520 1907 
1 . 951 725 1905 A250 . 000"l' 
1.586 529 1889 156 . 000 
1.825 550 1905 66 . 4:S:5 
1. 860 5 39 1921 110 . 000 
1. 917 491 1922 150 .000 
1 . 476 570 1910 50 . 000 
1 . 781 401 1910 
1 . 788 48Q 1905 170 . 000 
1 . 941 580 1906 70 . 000 
1.465 417 1887 55 . 000 
1.891 5 56 1909 156 . 296 
1.767 640 1899 40 . 000 
1.510 500 1914 75 . 000 
Gallons per 
Minute Caoc.i ty 
200 
750 
360 
500 
600 
500 
700 
455 
550 
2. 250 
1.700 
800 
500 
400 
600 
1.450 
560 
500 
400 
600 
1 . 500 
600 
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The dat a i n t he above tabl e shows that there a.re 6 cities i n Kansas 
with a population of 1 , 200 t o 2, 000 that have had a water system f or a 
l ong er peri od t han Oberlin . The average number of customers for the 22 
ci ti&s was 500 ; Oberlin had 550 . The average physical value of all the 
pl &.nt s was $77 , 955 ; Oberlin had a physical value of $66 . 433 . The ave-
rage daily capaci t y f or all t he citi es ~as 684 gallons per minute; Oberlin 
had a capacity of 800 gal lons per minute . 
5 5. Kansas Government Jour nal , May , 1940 , pp. 36- :57 . 
* The light plant and the water system are f i gured together . 
TABLE X 
Municipal-Owned {aterViorks Systems 
A Comparison of the ·a.terwor~s Syst ems of 22 Third Class 
Cities of Kansas wi t h a Popul ation of 1, 200 to 2, 000 . 
Mi nimum Bill Rate 
City Amount Gallons s-;uoo GaI . I,000 GaI . 25,000 GaI. 
Ar ma • 75 2 2000 $1 . 80 $3 . 55 $8 . 80 
Bonner Spg . 1.00 1,700 2. 16 4. 05 8 . 55 
Cheptopa I.00 ~, Oliti ~-~m iI . 20 ? . 20 
Downs . 90 5,000 . 90 I.BO 
Ji'ront enac r.rm. 2,1:mo ~:r;s 3. 80 8. 40 
Harper I.00 2!000 !. ~Li ~ . 05 4.05 
Hillsboro 1.09 2, 000 1. 90 2. 90 4 . 40 
t aCrosse I.00 ozOOO I.50 2.55 4. 80 
Lincoin 1.00 5, 000 1. 52 2. 12 4 .52 
fancts 5org • '75 2 2000 I.55 ~.I5 5.55 
Medicine Ldg . 1.00 3. 00 3. 00 5. 00 
OBERLIN 1.00 5 2625 1.00 1.80 4.50 
Os :Borne 1.00 32000 1. 40 2. 40 5 . 40 
hilli,esburg 1.00 21000 2. 20 5s60 6 . 60 
St . Francis 1.00 7 , 000 1.00 1 125 2. ~ 
St. -John 1.00 s,ooo l . QQ l . ,~ 2. 86 
Sedan l sQO l , QQO Q. QQ 5 .~Q JJ. QQ 
Stafford 1.00 5 , 00Q 1 100 l . Z5 2 .. 
~toclton 1 . 00 2-~~ l . QQ J. . 6Q ~. QQ 
~K~~D!ilY l 1 0Q !1. , QQQ J . 2~ 2 .. 2.5 4 50 
Wamego .50 :s .ooo 1.50 G175 ! 2.5 
Vmshington 1 .. 00 51000 1.50 2. 25 4 . 50 
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An examination of the data i n Table X shows t hat there are three 
cities i n Kansas tha.t have more gallons f or t he minimum than Oberlin . 
These cities are St . John wi t h 8 , 000, St . Fr ancis viith 7,000 , and Stock-
ton with 6, 225 . Oberlin has a minimum of 5 , 625 gallons . The ci ti,~s with the 
the highest r ate per 5 , 000 gallons were Sedan and Medicine Lodge with three 
dollars f or 5,000 gallons . The average r ate per 5,000 gallons f or the 22 
cities was one .dollar and si:jtt y-one cent s while the r ate in Ooerlin f or the 
same number of gal~ons was one dollar . Downs was the city wit h t he lowest 
r ate with ninety cents per 5 , 000 gallons . The average rate per 10, 000 
gallons was two dollars and sixty- six cents while Oberlin shows one dollar 
and eight y cent s . The average r ate per 25 , 000 gallons was f ive dollars 
with Oberlin showing a r ate of f our dollars and fifty cent s f or the same 
number of gal l ons. 
54. Kansas Government Journal, May, 1940 , pp . 36- 37. 
of $7 , 500 . It is of inte r es t to note that Oberlin had the 
highest total revenue and the lowest operat i n g costs of all 
t he cities t hat r eported , and that Wa s h ingt on was t he onl y 
city with a lowe r bonded debt t han Oberlin . 
Electric Li ght and Power P l a nt 
The light and power p l ant is municipally owned . In 
February of 1906 t he pe op le vot ed to i ssu e bonds o f $10,000 
f o r the purpose of ins tallin g and equ i pping an e l ectric 
, 55 
li gh t and p owe r p l a nt . A bond i ssue o f $10, 000 was made 
Ap ri l 1 , 1906 , f or the ere ction of the bui l din g and plant 
e quipment . The fir s t engine installed in t h e p l ant was a 
75 horsep ower st eam Corl is s . In 1915, another ste am Corliss 
of 125 h orsepowe r was a dded . The steam equipment was t aken 
out i n 1921 , and two Fa irbanks - Mo rse sem i - Di ese ls were in-
s talled with a capacity of 400 h orse p ower . Another semi -
Diesel with 300 horsepower was added i n 1924 . In 1932 a 
s i x - cy linde r De La Vergne wi t h 780 h orsepower was a dded . 
The De La Ve r gne was take n out i n 1938 and another Fairbanks -
, ' orse with 420 ho rsepowe r capa c ity was installed . The total 
hors e power capa city o f t h e plant at the present time -is 1120 , 
with a k ilowatt capacity of 7 55 k ilowatts per hour , or 18 , 000 
kilowatts pe r d_ay . Cu rrent is a l s o supplied to No rcatur , 
Kanona, and Clayton . 56 The pre sent plant supe r intendent , J . E . 
Ge orge , i s a g r adu a t e of the s choo l o f ~ng ineering , Chi cago 
Unive rs i t y . He has d i rect supervision of the plant and equ ip-
ment and a l l employees conne cted with the p l ant . 
55 . City Cl e rk , Re cord of h inutes of Council Heeting s , Book B, P3 
56 . Cit y Clerk, Re cord of inutes of Counc i l ' eetings , 
Su mma r y of Book B, C, a nd D. 
TABLE XI 
Electric Light and Power 
Revenue and Expenditures for 20 Third Class Cities of Kansas 
City Total Revenue Total Expenditures 
Ashland $59 . 612. 00 il5 14-89 . 00 
Baldwin - 19 1468 . 00 a1us .oo 
Burlingame 19 . 228 . 00 no report 
Erie 181718 . 00 no report 
Greensburg 251 70 . 00 no re12ort 
Hill Cit;y: 19 1000 . 00 no report 
Hugoton 26 . 607 . 00 18.755. 00 
Lacrosse 29 .564. 00 161605 .oo 
Lincoln 22 1845 . 00 211079.00 
Lindsborg 421 745 . 00 26 , 000 . 00 
Meade 221888 . 00 151514. 00 
Oa . de;y: 18.975.00 12.252. 00 
OBERLIN 52 .550. 00 19 . 864. 00 
Osborne 501878 . 00 no re ort 
St. Francis 221716 . 00 15.475 . 00 
St . John 45,.526 . 00 no re-oort 
Sta.f ord 37 526 . 00 26 049 .-00 
25 1685 .oo 10 . 877 . 00 
541124 . 00 17 !544. 00 
ton 29 65 2. 00 11 567 . 00 
The above t able shows the total r evenue and total e~)endit ur es 
of t hird class ci t i es of Kansas , wi th mW1icipal - owned l i ght plants , 
59 
,..t hat have a papula.tion of 1, 000 to 2,000 peopl e . Ashland ranks highest 
in totaJ. revenue with 9,612, and Oakley r anks l owest wit h $18, 975. 
The followi ng f i ve cities, Ashland, Li ndsborg, St . J ohn , StaSford and 
Wamego, have a higher revenue than Oberl in . Of' t he 14 other cities t hat 
reported on expenditures , there ~er e ten cities, Ashland , Baldwin , Hugo-
ton , LaCrosse , Meade , OB.Kley , St Fr ancis , Stockton, Wamego and Washing-
ton, with a lower expenditure t han Oberlin. The averBge r evenue f or the 20 
cities was $23, 985; Oberlin had a r evenue of $32,530 . The average expend-
itures for the 14 cities re;,ort.ing was $16,585 ; Oberlin had expenditur es 
amounting to $19, 864. 
59. Kansas Government Journal , May , 1940, PP • 34-55 . 
TABLE XII 
Rat es for Lights and Small Appliances 
of 20 third class Cities of Kansas 
Mi nimum Bill 
City Amount K. W. H. 15 K. W. H. 25 ·K. i . H. 40 K. v1i . H. 100 tL ¼. H. 
Ashland ; 1. 20 12 j 1 .so j2.s o ... - ! 5. 70 11.00 
Bal dwin • 75 10 .1 . 05 1.7~ 2. 65 4 . 75 
Burlingame 1.00 12 1. 20 2. 00 5. 00 6 . 20 
Erie 1. 00 10 1 .50 2.50 5. 40 6.50 
Greensburg 1 . 00 10 1 . 40 2. 20 5. 20 6. 80 . 
Hill CitJ'.: 1 . 25 10 1.60 2. 50 5. 20 5 . 60 
Hugoton 1.00 10 1 .50 2. 40 5. 20 5 .60 
Lacross e 1. 25 15 1.2.5 2. 00 5. 2.0 4 . 25 
Lincoln 1.00 15 1.00 1.50 2. 05 5.10 
Lindsbor g 1.00 14 1.05 1.65 2140 4. 40 
Meade 1100 11 1. 35 2. 15 5.15 6. 25 
Oakle;y 1 .00 16 1 . 00 1 .50 1.84 5. 19 
OBERLIN 1.00 12 1.20 2. 00 2. 60 5 . 00 
Osborne 1.00 12 1 . 20 1 . 80 2. 40 4 . 80 
St. Francis 1.00 10 l.BS 2. 05 2. 65 4 . 65 
St. John . 75 8 1. 35 2. 14 ,:.2~!il 4. 61 
Stafford . 85 10 1. 20 2. 00 2. 90 4 .15 
Stockt on 1.00 14 1.05 1. 70 2. 60 4 . 90 
Vi amego 1 . 00 20 1. 00 1 . 20 1.80 5. 20 
aashington 1.00 12 1. 21 1 . 91 2. 76 5 . 56 
60 
The above tabl e shows t he r ates for light s and small appliances 
for 20 t hi rd cl ass ci ties of Kansas ith a population of 1 , 000 to 2,000. 
The citi es of Bal dwin, Lincoln , Lindsl ·org , Oakley end Stockton have a lower 
l i ght r ate per 15 Kilowatt hours than Oberlin . The average ra te per 15 
kilowatt hours was f ound to be one dollar cJnd t wenty- four cents . Oberlin 
had a rate of one clollar and twenty cents which is belovi the, averag_e . The 
average per 100 kilowatts was five dollars c r d one cent , v,i th Oberlin show-
ing a rate of five dollars . 
60 . Kansas Government Journal , May , 1940, pp . ?i4-55 . 
TABLE XIII 
Rates for Commercial Light and Commercial Power 
of 20 Third Class Cities of Kansas 
-- -
City Commercial Light Service i n l{ . W. H. Comm. Power Service"' K. l! ".H. 
50 150 575 750 1,500 150 375 750 1,500 
Ashland $4 .50 f s.so $15.25 J 26 .50 ~49 . 00 ~8 .50 $15 .25 $26.50 i 
Bal d~in 3. 25 · 5 . 75 12. 25 17. 75 52 . 75 6~00 13. 75 25 !00 42 . 50 
Burlingame 3. 60 s. go 11 . 20 · 32 . 20 62. 20 7. 75 17 . 00 32.00 62 . 00 
Erie 4 . 00 8 . 75 17 .75 32 . 75 62 . 75 6 . 00 15 . 00 30. 00 60 . 00 
Greensburg 5. 80 8 . 80 17 . 80 32 . 80 .§2 . 80 7.50 18 . 75 35 .oo 65 . 00 
Hill Citi 4. 55 8 . 95 19. 95 32 . 95 62. 95 
Hugoton _ _LOO ·12.00 23..'!.00 3§ . 0Q 6,8_i.QQ ·a.oo 2li 00 :36 100 56 . 00 
Lacrosse 4 . 00 11.00 g4 .50 i7100 9g 1 00 __ 6 . 50 "lg , 88 2g.25 41 1 00 
Lincoln 2. 35 5 . 35 12.10 g5. 35 45 . 85 
Lind§borg 3.§o 8 .oQ _1~. 75 g6 . 00 46 .00 6200 1g. zQ 22 . 75 41.50 
Mea.de 3. 75 8 . 2,5 16 .50 26 .50 45 . 25 8 . 25 15 . 88 25 . 25 44 . 00 
Oakle;y 2 . 25 5 . 25 10.! 52 18. 75 35 . 63 5 . 2,5 12 . 00 19 .50 50 . 75 
OBERLIN $. ~Q 6.50 13. 25 24 .50 47 . 00 6 . 00 12 . 00 19.50 54 .50 
Osborne 2 . 80 6 . 80 15. 80 50 . 80 60 . qO 7. 50 14.55 25 . 80 48 . 30 
St . Francis 4 . 00 9. 40 17 . 90 25 . 40 40 . 40 9 . 40 17. 90 25 . 40 40 . 40 
St . John 5 .15 13 . 15 31 . 15 61 .15 2 . 15 B. 00 21 . 25 '37 . 50 67 .50 
Stafford '3 .50 8 . 75 20 . 00 '38 . 25 76 . 25 5. 75 15. 65 25 .50 48 . 00 
Stockton 3. 20 7. 70 15 . 95 27 . 20 49 . 70 8 . 00 17 .50 50 . 00 47 .50 
Wamego 5. 00 8 . 00 17 . 00 52 . 00 62 . 00 
Was hington c . 66 9 .06 20 . 51 52. 06 54. 56 8 .50 18 . 00 51.50 54.00 
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The above table shows that the cities of Lincoln, Oakley and Osborne 
have a lower r ate tha11. Oberlin for 50 kilowatt hours of commercie.l light. 
Oakl ey and Stai'ford have a lower rate for commercial power than Oberlin . 
Tbe ci: ty wi t h t he highest commercial light r ate is St . John wi th five dollar s 
and f i f t een cents per 50 kilowa.tt hours, and _t he city with t he lowest is 
OaKley ~~th two aoll ars and t wenty-five cents. Oberlin's commercial light 
rate :oer 50 kilov~att hours was three dollars . The commercial oower rate of 
Oberlin is six dollars _per 150 kilowatt hours, as compared with t be high of 
nine dollars and f ourty cents for St . Francis, and a low of five dolle.rs and 
t Vlent y- f i ve cents for OaKley. 
61. Kansas Government Journal , May , 1940, 9p . 34-35 . 
TABLE XIV 
Twenty Cities of t he Thir d Class i n Kansas showing 
City 
Ashland 
Bal dwin 
Burlingame 
Erie 
Greensburg 
Hill Citi 
Hugoton 
LaCrosse 
Lincoln 
Lindsborg 
Meade 
Oakle;y: 
Oberlin 
Osborne 
the population, Customers , Per cent of Popula tion that 
are Customers , e.nd the Physical Val ue of t he Pl ant 
Per cent that Date Physic8l 
Population Customers are Customers Built Value 
11 223 584 51 1910 ! 1801000 
11 259 505 48 1906 991000 
1 1067 432 40 1904 100 .000 
11236 505 40 1916 1021000 
11481 450 29 1911 1851 000 
1 .105 394 5o 1911 901000 
11403 444 52 1920 126.582 
1 1566 576 57 1906 155 .ooo 
11679 580 54 1906 80.000 
1 195$ 725 36 1905 250 1000 
12421 410 25 1922 200.000 
1 1 28s 419 54 1910 95.000 
1 1825 . 660 56 1906 2111509 
11860 697 '37 1922 176 . 000 
St. Francis 1 1476 400 27 1912 150 . 000 
St . John 1 1781 635 36 1920 250 . 000 
Stl;l.f ford 1 1941 620 52 1910 125.000 
Stockton 11 465 407 28 1808 115 1000 
Vlamego 11 767 650 55 1906 155 1000 
Washington 1 1510 585 58 1958 100 1000 
The number of customer s f or each t hird cl ass city studi ed in re-
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gard to munici al-owned uti lit ies is shown in the a bove t able. It i s 
interesting to note t hat Oberlin with 697 customer P r a1~~s next t o Li ndsborg 
with 723 customers . Bal dwin shows t he highest per cent of customer s wi t h 
· 48 per cent , with Greensburg low with 29 per cent. The aver age per cent 
of the population t hat are customer s was 34 .5 :?er cent . Oberlin , with 36 
per cent, i s t wo and five t ent hs per cent above t he average . The ol dest 
plant in Kansas was built i n 1904 i n Bur lingame . ThA most r ecent pl ant 
was built by Washi ngton in 1938 . Li ndsbor g and St . J ohn heve 'Jlants 
with gr er t er :?hysieal value t han the pl ant at Oberlin . 
62 . Kansas Government Journal , i\ft.ay , 1940, pp$ 54. 55 . 
TABLE XV 
Cash Transferred to ot her Funds and Bonds Out standing f or Twenth Third 
Class Citi es of Kansas w~ t h a 'Population of 1 , 000 to 2, 000 f or the Fi scal 
Year of 1939 . 
Cash Transferred Bonds 
City to other Funds Out standi ng 
Ashland none $35 .500 
Ba l dwi n :it 2 1 soo none 
Bur l i ngame 5 1140 none 
Eri e none 21 000 
Greensbur g 8 1050 15 2000 
Hi ll Cit;r none 72 000 
Hugoton 9 1000 50 ..t.9QQ__ ___ 
Lacrosse 5, 900 8 2000 
Lincol n none none 
I:,ind sborg 3,500 none 
Meade 152132 none 
Oa.kley 500 35 2000 
OBERLIN 5 2737 25 ,ooo 
Osborne none 71 2000 
St . Fr ancis ,.:. 5 ! 325 21,092_ _ _ 
St . John 1 2901 86 !000 
St affor d 14 2461 22 z000 
St ockton 9! 250 none 
· V'ic:unego 122025 none 
Washing ton none 
82-00_0 ___ 
63 
Tabl e XV, above , shows t he f unds t r ansferr ed and bonds out s t anding 
f or the 20 ci tie s wi t h muni ci _al~owne light and ower pl ants . Ober l i n 
t r e,nsf erred a t ot al of t S , 757 to other f 1mds . St afford was high with a 
transfer of $14 , 461. Ther e wer e six of' t he cities t ha t dld not make 
any transf ers . There were l B of t he citi es r enor t i ng a bonded indebted-
ness. The city wi t h t he highest bonded debt was St . John with $86 ,000 . 
Hill City had t he lowest wi th $ 7,000 . Ober lin had a ,:-ended debt of $25 ,000 . 
-It is inter esting to note t hat nine of t he 20 ci t ies l i s t ed in Table XV 
viol ated the l aws of t he s t at e of Kansas in regar d t o t r ansferr ing funds to 
other funds when t here i s a debt within t he fund f r om which t he transf er 
was made. 
63. Kansas Gover nment J our nal, May , 1940, pp . 54-35 . 
In 1931 the Kansas Power and Light Company pr esented 
the city with an offe r to buy t he li ght plant . Before any 
s u ch offer could be considered, it must be su bmi t t ed to the 
voters of t he city according to t he l a ws of t he s t a t e of 
Kansas.
57 
A special el e ction was ca lled Sept ember 3 , 1931 , 
for t he purpose of de cid i ng whether t he city would keep the 
light plant or accept t he offer. There were 927 votes cas t 
at t he e l e ct i on with 762 voting t o ke ep t he pl ant , and 159 
voting to sell the plant, with s i x bla nk ballots. The good 
j udlment of t h e maj ority of vot e r s i s shown by t he fac t that 
during the ye a r s 1932 and 1938 t here has be en a pprox i mat e l y 
$95,000 transfe rred from t he pu blic utiliti es f und to ot he r 
58 
funds . This money t hat wa s trans f e rred was ea r nings of 
t he light plant and wat e r s ys t em . This has r edu ced ma t e ri -
ally t h e amount of t a xe s the citi zens have to pay for t he 
cost of operating t he city governm ent . 
Sewage Sys t em 
The sewage s ys t em was sta r ted when t he ci t y l et a con-
tract to C. H. ~ve r et t and Company , J a nu a r y 19 , 1922 , f or 
the l a y ing of the first s e we r p i pes . These bonds we~e to 
pay for the constructi on of t he main out l et and s anitary 
sewer. In Septembe r, 1930 , anothe r addition was made to 
57. Revised Statute s of Kansas , Chapte r 15 , se c . 806 . 
58 . Audi t or's Report , City of 0be rll n , 1933-1938 . 
the sewer system and a disposal plant was built . The dis -
posal p l a nt and the addition t o the main sewer cost $19 ,795 . 19, 
which made a t ot al of approximately $50 , 000 invent ed i n the 
64 sewage s ys tem. 
Paving 
The first bond issue f or paving was made July 1, 1922 , 
when $121,117.38 were voted for t his purpose . The next bond 
i ssue was made Janua r y 1 , 1924, when $187,926 . 53 were vot ed . 
This makes a t ota l of $309,043 . 91 in bonds that have been 
voted for paving purposes . There a re 26 full blocks of pav-
ing , s i x blocks paved on two sides , and e l even blocks of 
paving on one side . Fenn Avenue , which is t he mai n stree t , 
is paved :riorth of the city within two bl ocks of U. S . Hi gh-
way 36 . There i s a balance of $57 , 000 ye t to be paid on t he 
two bond i ssu es. 
PRIVATE OWN D UTILITIES 
Te le phone 
The telephone was first i ntrodu ced in Oberlin 37 years 
a go due to the i nf luence of Art S . Steele , who is known as 
t he "fa ther" of the t e l ephone business ln Oberlin . ir . 
Steele came to Oberlin in 1885 and has resided there con-
tinuously to the pr esent time . He has be en a l eader in 
civic affairs, a l ways looking fo r a chan ce to i mp rove h i s 
city . He offe red $100 to t he pers on who wou l d br ing the 
64. City Cl e r k , Re cord of Bond Is sues , Vol . 2, P • 23 . 
65. City Clerk , Re corfl bf Bond Is sues , Vol. 2, PP • 24, 46 . 
telephone t o Oberlin. Mr. J. J . Durke e collect ed the $100 
in Sept e mbe r, 1902,
66 
by organizing t he Obe rlin Automatic 
Te lephone Company, with Art Steele as . one of the first 
stockholders. The first te l ephone bo ok was a long ca rd 
with t he names of t he 94 subscri be rs. The automatic s y stem 
worked v e r y well for t hos e i n t own but people in the rural 
sections were unabl e t o call any one in t he city . Th e re -
sult was t hat t hi s equipment wa s di scarded and a switch board 
was installed. The n a me of the Company wa s ch anged to the 
Oberlin ·rele phone Company . Art St e e l e and Otis Benton pur-
chased t he company in 1 908 and c ombine d i t with t h e Central 
States Te l ephone Co mpany , wh l ch they h a d also purchase d . 
This company connected t h e cities of Smith Cent e r, orto n , 
Oberlin, Atwood , St . Franci s , Co l by , Go od l and . This Company 
o b tained a franch i se fr om the Stat e Utility Commi s s i on in 
1 912 for t he c on solidat ion o f f i ve t e l ephone compani e s in 
t he northern pa r t of the state , wi t h head quart e r s at Obe r lin . 67 
The company was ca p italiz ed a t $1 5 ~000 with Art St ee l e and 
Otis Bent on as t wo of t he stockholders . Th e United Telephone 
Company purchas e d the company in 1 918 and consolidat e d i t 
with t h e othe r line s t h a t they were pu rchasin g a t t h a t time . 
This company r ebuilt the s ys tem i n 1 928 , with t he old t ype 
crank s y stem bein g re p l a ced by the mode rn ba t tery s y s t e m, 
a nd mos t of the wires o f the city were layed unde r g round . 
66. Obe rli n Heral d , Sixtie th Annive rsary Ed i tion, June 15, 
1938 , p;3. 
67. Re cord Book, Oberlin Te l ephone Company , 2 Vols. 
The local of fice is a toll ce nte r for .Atwood, Herndon, Nor-
catur, Trae r, Kanona, and Lund . Th e r e a re betwe e n 55 a nd 60 
long d istan ce calls handled daily in a ddition t o a n avera ge 
of 2,200 local calls. Th e r e are 374 p rivate lines i n Oberlin 
and 1 81 rural t e l ephone s.68 
Natural Gas 
Gas is t he most recent of public ut i lities to be de-
veloped in t h e c1ty . Th e gas is s u pplied by t h e Kansas Gas 
and Pipeline Company , wh ich is a p riva tely owned u t ility . 
Gas was insta lled i n Oberli n , Septembe r 7, 1937, with W. P . 
Waller as manage r of s a l e s and service. Due t o t h e f a ct 
that t h is utility was i nstalled s o r e cent l y i t h a s b e e n i m-
pos s ible to obtain a ny data on t h e re ceipts, expenditu re s, 
service , or e fficie n cy ove r a pe riod of y e a r s . It was 
fou nd t hat during t h e winte r of 19 37-1938 t hat 250 meters 
were ins t alle d and that t h e ave rage ga s con sumpt ion for the 
wint er mont hs was eight million cub ic f e ed pe r month . 69 
68 . 
69. 
Record Book, Southe rn Bell Te l e phone Compa n y , Book A, 
PP• 1-32 
Personal i n t e rvi e w, W. P. Walle r, ·v1anage r of Sales and 
Service, Kan sas Gas and Pipeline Company , April 1 6 , 1®38 
CHAPTER V 
PARKS, PLAYGROUNDS A D CIVIC ORGA ' IZATI ONS 
Introduction 
1ore p rogress has be en made i n t he d ire ction of pro-
viding adequate park and recreational faciliti e s in citi e s 
of the United States during the las t te n years t h a n any 
other similar period . The f e deral governme nt has give n 
generous aid t o cities i n conne cti on with parks and re-
creational programs. The depre ssion gave t h e i mpetus t o 
supervised recreation throu gh t h e public p lay ground move-
ment. Civic organizations have cont ributed g r eatly t o t he 
civic and social development of any mo de rn city . With the 
increasing amount of leisure ti me of t he average cit izen, 
such organizations as chambers o comme rce, r ot ary , lod ges , 
and study club s can b e of valuable s e rvice . 
Oberlin City Park 
The city ~ark is composed of 10 acre s of land lo cat ed 
in the s outheast part of the city . It i s bounded on the 
west by Ma r ks stre e t, on the north b y Commercia l stree t, on 
the eas t by t h e high school, and on the south by Srnick 
ath letic field. Th e land was formerly owne d by t he Oberlin 
Chautauqua Association. The l a n d was deede d t o the city 
March 7, 1931, when it was decided t o dis continu e the 
Chautauqua As s ociation. 70 The federal government approved 
the city park as a WPA project in 1934. The park was land-
scaped, a sunken ga r de n and fis h pond const ructed, and p lay-
ground and t ennis cou rts were built . Th e cost o f t hese i m-
p roveme nt s amounted to $2, 240 , with $900 o f thi s amount pro-
vi ded by the federal government. 71 The senior chambe r of 
commer ce sponsored the build i n g of a band shell in t he city 
park in 1938 , which cost $800 . The fed e ral government p ro-
vided $ 200 of t he total cost of t h i s i mproveruent . 72 The 
band shell is constructed o f native stone . It has a seat-
i n g capa city for a 60- p i ece band with dressing rooms and 
toilet faciliti e s at the back . 
Obe r l in Roads ide Park 
Th is small park has an area of approx i mately forty 
acre s. It i s a stat e park located two miles north of Ober-
l in on h i ghway 183 . The dam of t he l ake forms the roadbed 
for U. S . hi ghway 183, consequent l y i t i s a p l easant d ive r-
sion t o the tra ve l er to make the drive around t he l ake . 
The park has picnic g rounds and was opened to fishing in 
1939 . It serves as a game sanctuary for all kinds of wi l d 
li fe . Since thB construction of the r oadbed for the high -
w,~y formed a natural lake , there were no funds provi ded by 
70. Report s of Chautau qua Associat i on , 1 931, PP • 1- 6 . 
71. Personal int e rview, D. G. Addleman , Chairman of Park 
Board , Ma y 1 5 , 1938. 
72. Oberlin Hera l d , April 10 , p . 2 . 
the federal ·government. Decatur cou nt y and t he city of 
Oberlin provided the funds for the spillway which was con-
structed beneat h t he roadbed . 73 
Sappa Creek State Park 
Oberlin Sappa Cre ek State ark is lo cated one and a 
hal f miles east of Oberlin. U. S . highway 3 6 forms the 
south b oundary of t he four hundred e i ghty- t hree acres that 
make up the park . The park was cons t ructed unde r the 
dire ction and supervision of the ational Pa r k Service , 
with t he l a bor bed:m.g furnished by two hundred enroll ees 
from t h e Civilian Conserv a tion Corpora tion . 
The proj ect was started i n November , 1 934 , after Deca-
t u r county a nd the Ci t y o f Oberl i n had spe nd $30 , 000 in 
purchas ing the l and . Oberlin furnished ~ho, ooo of the 
$30 , 000 that was necessary for t he purchase of the l and . 7 4 
Orig i nally it was p lanne d t hat the National Park 
Se rvice , a ctin g as s upe rvising agency f or the enr ollees 
of t he Civilian Conse rvation Corp ., woul d build the da m 
and deve lop t he park area , but it wa s found t h at t h is 
a gency could not finance both t he buil d ing of the dam and 
the development of the park area . The Works Pro gr ess Ad-
mi nistration of Kansas a pproved a p roject for the cons t rue..; 
tion of t he dam , and a ppropriated $129 , 000 for the work 
73. Biennial Repo r t, Forestry Fish and G~me Commission of 
Kansas, June 30, 1 938 , p . 36 . 
74. Ci ty Treasurer ' s Annual Repo rt , 1 939 , Cit y of Obe rlin . 
The construction of t he L.- 60-foot dam was s t art ed on Hovember 
25, 193/4- , and was compl et ed May 8 , 1939 . 
The enrollee s f rom t he Civilian Conservation Corp a r-
rive d on J anuar y 6 , 193~ , and i mme di a t ely began wor k on devel-
op i ng t he par - a rea. The par k was compl ete d i n Ap r il , 1939 , 
and t he CC C camp moved avay . Dur ing t he t i me t ha t t he CCC 
camp '\Nas i n Oberlin , t he expendi t ur es of t he l a t i ona l Park 
Service for s upervision and ma ch i ne r y was ~108 , 000 . The 
salary for t he 200 enro llees f or t he enti r e pe riod was 
$ 2.4-0,000 . The Fore s try , Fi sh a nd Game Commi s sion e rected 
a caretak er' s hous e and ga r a ge a t an expens e of O/4- , 000 . 75 
Table XVI on t he followi ng pa ge shows a l l t he s t a t e 
parks i n t he sta t e of Kans a s. The pa r ks t ha t have been i n 
ope r a t i on t he longest period of t i me a r e l oc a t ed a t Pi tt s -
burg , i n Crawfo rd co unt y , and a t a r s on s i n Neo sho count y . 
The s e pa r k s we re compl e t ed in 1926 • . The pa r k a t ars ons was 
t he f irs t park t o be opened t o f i shi ng . I t i s i n t erest ing 
to note t hat t he r e a r e t wo count ies in Kans a s t hat have 
t wo parks each . These are Crawf ord and De ca t ur countie s . 
'11he t wo pa r k s i n De ca t u r count y are loca t ed near Oberlin 
and t he t wo pa r k s i n Crawfo r d count y a r e loca t ed a t Pitt s -
bur g and Fa rlington . The r e are a to t al of 20 parks i n t he 
7.4-. City Tr eas ure r ' s Annua l Re por t , 1939 , City of Obe r l i n . 
75. Obe rl in Herald , June 1 5 , 19 39 , p . 3. 
TABLE XVI 
Sta.te Par ks in Kansas 
Date Date Svd.m- Picni c Ge.me Opening 
Count y City Es tab- Acquir- ming Grounds Sanct- Dat e for 
lished ed Bea.ch Ua!X Fishi:og 
Butler Augusta 1931 1952 yes yes yes Spring 1934 
ClarK Ki ngsdown 1934 1956 no yes yes Spring 1937 
Cr awf ord 1 Pittsburg 1926 ).926 yes yes yes Spr ing 1957 
Cr awford 2 Rarlington 1935 1957 no yes yes Soring 1957 
DECATUR 1 Ob erlin 1952 1952 no yes yes Spring 1959 
DECATUR 2 Oberlin 1956 1936 yes yes yes Snri ng 1941 
Fi nney Kalvest s. 1935 1955 no yes yes S9ring 1958 
Ki ngman Kingman 1950 1931 no yes yes Fall 1934 
Leavenworth Tonganoxi e 1928 1950 yes yes yes Spring 1958 
Lyon Reading 1 950 1954 no yes yes Spr ing 1950 
Meade Meade 1926 1 27 yes yes yes SjJri ng 1 59 
·~emaha Seneca. 1954 1957 no yes yes Spr i ng 1959 
Neosho Parsons 1926 1 26 yes yes yes Spring 1929 
Ottawa Benni ngton 1926 1927 yes yes yes Spr ing 1952 
Pottawotomie restmoreland 1952 1.352 no yes yes Spring 1938 
Republic J ames town 1950 1951 no yes partial Fall 1954 
Rooks St ockton 1954 1935 no yes yes Spring 1940 
Scott Scot t City 1926 1927 yes yes yes Spring 1952 
Sher i dan Quint er 1934 1954 no yes yes Spring 1940 
Woodson Toronto. 1955 1955 no yes yes ~pring 1958 
76 
76. Biennial Report of t he Forestry, Fish, and Game Commission of Kansas , 
June 30 , 1958, p . 56 . 
state. The park t hat has been most r e cently completed is 
park number two in Oberlin. Eight o f the parks are e quipped 
with swi mming beaches, all have picnic g rounds and all but 
one are game sanctuaries. Duck shoot i ng is allowed i n the 
park at Jamest own . It is interesting to note that there 
were more parks estab lishe d in 1926 t han i n any othe r year . 
The re were five estab lished during tha t year . 
The Sappa Creek State Park is owned by t he s tate of 
Kansas be ing supervis ed by t he Forestry , Fish and Game Depart-
ment. George Cody was appointed by t h e De partme nt t o a ct a s 
fulltime caretaker for t he entire park area. 
Public Playgrounds 
The depre s s i on not only caused the problem of une mploy-
ment but it also increased the amount of l e isure time of the 
y outh due t o the f a ct that part time jobs dur ing the summer 
mont hs, when they were not i n s chool, no lon ge r ex i sted . 
Th e first public p l ayground was e stabli shed in t h e sum-
mer of 1934, with a part time supe rvisor. The succe s s o f the 
first one was g reat enough that in 1 93 8 , a second play ground 
was started. 
During the IJLOnths of June , July and Au gust of 1 93 9 
there were 250 b oy s and g irls tha t used the playgrou nds p ro-
vided by the city. One of these p laygr ound s was us e d for 
children between the ages of five to ten years . The f a cil-
ities on this p layground included swings, merry- go-rourtd s, 
teet e r-to t te rs and a room for sand table and c ons t ruction 
work . The second p l a y [ r ound was used for t he youth from 
elev e n years on, and provided faciliti e s for swi mm i n g , 
soft-ball, t ennis , baseball, and a ro om for arts and crafts . 
Th e p layground s during 1 93 8 and 1939 we r e supe r vised by 
WPA labor wh ich was e mp l oyed th rou gn t h e school. The s u per-
visors were i n divi du als t hat h a d ex pe ri en ce i n p l a yground 
supervi sion wh ich no doubt was a g r e a t facto r i n t he s uc-
ces s of t he p layground move ment . 77 
Chamber of Comme rce 
The Obe r lin Ch ambe r of Commerce was an outg rowt h of 
t h e Obe rlin Boost e r Club , wh ich was organi zed December 2 , 
1914. I n o rde r t ha t t he control o f the Clu b be s t ri ctly i n 
t h e h a nds of laymen , t he constitution of t he Boost e r Club 
provide d that any membe r wh o was a dealer i n r eal estate 
was n,ot e li g i b l e for Se cret,ary , and that any membe r who 
wa s a c it y coun c i l ma n would n ot be el i g i b l e f or pres i dent . 
An examination of t h e fir s t Record Book o f the Boos t e r . 
Club di s closed t he follo wing r u l es : 
Ga mbling of any nature will not be a l l owed a t any time . 
The u s e of p rofane langua ge o r i n t oxicating l iquor in the 
clu b r oom is posit ively f orbi dde n . o ciga r e t t e smo k i n g in 
t he clu b room will be allowe d . No card games or game s of 
pool s hall be p laye d dur ing a bus iness meeting . No pe r s on 
s ha l l p lay more t ha n two ga me s of pool i f others a r e wait -
ing to p lay. 7 8 
77. Pers onal int e rview with Ira Laidi g , Ge nera l Supervi sor, 
April 1 6 , 1939• 
7 8 . Ob e rlin Herald , June 15, 1 939 , P• 3 . 
Two f a ctions developed within the Club, one f a ction 
was in f a vor of r evising t he constitution and ru l es , whi le 
the other was in favor of kee ping the ~xis t i n g c onstitution . 
The result was that t he Club was d i s solved and t he Chamber 
of Commerce was formed in 1 928 wi th D. G. Ad d l eman as the 
first pres i dent . 
The local organi zation i s a ffilia ted with t he state 
a nd Federal Ch a mbe rs o f Comme rce. On July 15, 1 939 , there 
were 100 active membe rs of 15 bus ines s f irms , who paid i nt o 
t he treasury i n 1 938 $1,300 i n due s . 7 9 
Some of the proj ects t hat the Chamber of Co mmerce have . 
spons ored a r e promotion of i mprovements on U. S . hi ghway 3 6 , 
sponsored t he a nnual Christmas basket and fre e movie ·, p ro-
vided f o r barbecue on Armistice Day , sponsored t he band 
shell, deve loped the city par k , and c ontri buted t o othe r 
civic devel opments . 
Rotary Club 
The Obe rlin Rotary Club r ece ive d i t s chart er Rotary 
Int e rnational , l·ar ch 24 , 1924 . Obe r lin i s i n d istrict 122 
wi t h Salina t h e eastern boundary . 
At t he time 1he cl ub was organized there were 16 members . 
Caleb Smick , Supe rintendent of schools , was t he f i rst pres i -
de nt. The membe r ship o f the Clu b i n 1939 was 42 membe rs with 
G. H. Lippl erna n , president . 
79. Re cord Book of Booster Club , pp . 1 - 2 . 
The Oberl in Rotary has the distinction of havin g made 
a record of 106 consecutive meeting s without an absence . 
This fact coupled with t he fact that they have sponsored 
such activities as t he Boy Scouts, contribute d generously 
to t h e crippled ch ildren fund, t he milk fund , and other 
activities for civic bett e rment, prove that they are a 
very valuable organization t o t h e city . 80 
, Junior Ch amber of Commerce 
The Junio r Ch a mber of Co mme r ce was organized December 5, 
1938, with 20 charter membe rs . The membe rship had i ncre ased 
to 32 membe r s by July , 1939 , when it was aff1 liated with the 
State and Federal Cha mbers . 81 
In the t wo years t hat the Unior Chamber has been oper-
ating i t h as sponsore d Christmas decorati ons of Oberlin , p ro -
moted donke y softball , as s ist e d t he boy scouts, proveded 
tre es for t h e city, and other civic p rojects . 
Lod ges 
Oberlin is amply sup plied with variou s loe ge s and fra -
ternal o r ganizations . The f irst chart e r to be issued to 
any lodge i n Oberlin , was g ran ted t o t he Masons on Oct o be r, 
16, 1879. There were o nl y sixteen chart e r me mbe r s who 
j o ined thi s orga nization and, despit e t he fact t hat t h e 
growth t h e first few years was v e r y slow , the Masons in 1939 
80 . 
81. 
Pers onal interview~ Ernest Woodward, Pre sident of 
Rotary , Ma y l b , 19.J9 • 
Junior Chamber of Commerce, Record of ~ i«utcs, 1939 , 
PP • 1-37• 
a total of 139 members. 
The Royal Ne i ghbors of America formed an Order April 
27, 1897, with 27 chart er members . This lodge has both 
i nsurance and social me mbe rs in t h e organiza ti :m with a 
total membership of 298 i n 1 939 . S i nce t he Order was 
f o rmed, 51 me mbers h a ve be en lost by death , with i nsuran ce 
claims a ~ounting to $39 ,450. 
The Order of the East e r n Star was organized July 31, 
1891. Th i s Order has enj oyed a steady growt h , hav i n g up 
to July 1 93 9 , a tot al membership of 23 6 . 
Th e Independen t Orde r of Odd Fellows wa s organized 
July 11, 1879. Thi s orga n ization be ga n with s ix char;t,e r 
me mbers and by J uly 30, 1 93 9 , t he me mbersh i p h a d ·i n cre ased 
to 103 membe rs . 
Besid es t h e fo ur lodges i n Obe rli n , the r e are n i ne s tu dy 
clubs wh ose primary purpose is fo r cultu ral de v e lo pme n t. 
Thre e o f t hese clu bs a r e f e d e rated wi t h nat i ona l organiza -
tions.82 
82. Oberlin He r ald , Sixtieth Ann ivers ary Ed ition , J une 1 5 , 
1939 , P • 3. 
CH APTER VI 
SCHOOLS AND CHURCHES 
Introduction 
In t he a verage third cla ss city the r e are no formal 
relationships between the schools and t he city government. 
There are, however , nume r ous informa l r e l a tion ships that 
exist between the schools and t h e city. The health depart -
ment of the city quit e frequently renders health service, 
the city ma y coope rate with the schools i n provid i ng a 
supervised program of recreation . Wany cities p rovide 
library f a cilitie s for t h e u se of t he schools . The appre -
hension and care of the j uvenile delinquent, and ins t r u ction 
in public safety are f uncti ons p e rf o r med by the ci ty for 
the school. Altho u gh these rela ionships may not be for-
mally provided b y law, t h e y i nd icate the dependence of the 
schools upon city government . 
The influence of churche s i n mu ni cipal af f airs should 
not be underesti mated . The influence o f t he church -is ex-
ercised by re li gious tra ining and throu gh pressure g r oups . 
As ma y be expected , churches c once r n t hem selves with pub lic 
mo rals . Such matters as Sunday movies, re d-light d is t ricts, 
ga mbling , and the sale of liquor are common in the pre ssu r e 
programs of churches. In any city where the churche s are 
re garded as_- ~ strong moral force, the influence upon gov-
ernm,ent administ ration is quit e noticeable espe cially in 
juvenile delinquency and crime problems. 
First Schools 
The school district in Obe rlin wa s organi~ed by H. D. 
Colvin , February 3, 1879. The first s chool board consisted 
of George Penson, R. A. ~rks , and J . B. Hi tch cock. For t y 
pu p il s a tt e nded , the thre e months o f school held i n 1878-79. 
The pupils pa i d one dol l a r pe r month for tuition . The f i rst 
school hou se was a lo g building ere cted in the s ummer of 
1877. The floor and roof of this buildi n g were made of dirt . 
The penches were made from lo g s and t here was one wind ow on 
each side of t he building . 
The second schoo l hous e to be constructed was bui l t in 
1883 , of frame construction, at a cost of $3,000. This 
marked t he be g inning of a rapid de v e lopme n t i n t he schools 
of the town. 
In 1884 , Columbus Bo r in was sent by t h e state superin-
t e ndent t o org_anize a teache rs' institute . While he was 
conducting t h e instit ute, he was h ired to tea ch the s choo l s 
for the following term . Mr. Borin organi zed the s chool 
into grades. In an article in t he Obe rl in Heral d , h e wrote 
the followin g : 
On t he opening day of s 0hool , I a ppo i nted myse lf a 
search and s e izure of one, and among other int e r es t ing 
article s found on s ome of t he b oy s a t tending s chool , seven 
• 
plu gs o f t o bacco, three ha l f - p i nts of whiskey , and four 
re vo lvers . I detained the boy s a f ter school a nd returne d 
the i r property on the sol emn promise that t he y would not 
bring such contrabrand art icl es on t he school ground s 
a gain . b3 
First High S choo l 
The h i story o f t he present hi gh school be gan: 'in 18 81 
when John B. Hitchcock de e d e d l ots on e t o eight on Rode -
havers addition to t he schoo l d istrict . The s chool t e rms 
u p to this time were t hre e mont h s in length with t he pupils 
paying for their tuition . 
The first brick s chool was erected i n 1887, a t a cost 
of $10 , 000 . This was the be g inn i n g of a new e r a in hi gh 
s chool educat i on , with t h e introdu cti on of t h e three - year 
hi gh school . Only one room was used for t he h i gh school 
students, t h e pu p ils being d ivided into groups A, B, and C, 
with t h e tea che r calling the various g roups t o t he front of 
the room for recitations . The s choo l wa s d ivided int o the 
infan t , i ntermediate , and advanced grou p s i nstead of mod e rn 
g r ouping of primary , e l ement a r y and seconda r y . 
Th e g r adu a t ing exercises were held for a number of 
years, i n t he bu i l d ing n ow used as a garage . The women of 
the t own decbrated the hall. The gradua t e s were sea t ed 
befo re the a u d i ence and ~ach had to prepare and give an 
orat ion, after which f l ower g i rls passing throu gh the au -
diance colle cted flowers and g i ft s to be presented a t the 
83 . Oberli n Herald , Sixt i eth Ann ive r sary Edit i on , June 8 , 
1939 , P • 2 , Se ct ion B. 
f eet of t h e gradu a tes. An address by a facult y me mber or 
town sman usually climaxed the e ve n i n g . This cust om pre-
vai le d unti l about 1900, with gradual changes bringing a bout 
less d ramatic chang e s • . 
Baseball was the school' s ma jor sport , with ba sketball 
and foot ball being a d ded about 1 900. De bate was introduced 
t h rou gh t h e orat ions of the s tudents i nt e rested in tha t 
line , one of the t irst being t h e l ate Ca leb Smick who was 
' 
a g raduate of Oberl i n . 84 
Orga n izin g County Hi gh S ch ool s 
Ea ch county havi n g a popu l a t ion of 2,000 in.habi t ants 
ma y establish a count y h i gh s choo l. A pe tition must be 
signe d by one - t h i r d of t he qualifi e d voters of t h e - l ast 
preceding e l ect i on and su bm i tted to the county commi s s i oners 
re ques t ing t hat a county h i gh sch oo l be formed . The county 
commi ss i oners must g i ve 20 da y s notice p rior t o t h e e l e c-
Jtion that t he quest i on will be submitt ed f o r t he pu rpose 
o f voting f or o r a ga inst t he question . If a ma jority of vo -
ters are i n favor of establishing a county h i gh s chool, the 
commi ss i one rs s h a ll imme d i a tely name s ix membe rs to t h e 
board of t rust e es , wi t h n o mo re t ha n two be i n g r e s i dent s of 
fhe same oo mmi ss i on e r d istri ct. These s i x membe rs with . the 
84. Oberlin He r a l d S i xt ieth Annive rsary Edition , June 1 5 , 
1939 , P • 6 . 
county supe rintendent shall sonstitute t he governing body 
of t he county h i gh school~85 
Decatur County Hi gh School 
Decatur Count y organized the c ount y h i gh school in 
1 903 , by submitting t he ne ces sar y petition signed by t he 
re qu ired number of vo t e rs. The pe t i tion was g rant ed and 
Herb Caster, who was a t that time superint endent of the 
county, l ed thy move ment for the count y h i gh school . H. Q. 
Bant a was employed as t he principal of t h e newly o r ganized 
hi gh school. lvlr- . Banta was the first teache r to t ea ch 
Latin in t he schools of Oberlin. 
The increase i n t h e school atte ndance necessita t ed 
the building o f a new high schoo l buildin g in 1 906 . This 
was t he first build i n g to be used s t rictly for h i 5h s chool 
86 
pu rposes . This buildin g was erected on ground that ori g-
inal l y was set as i de for the bu ilding of a courthouse . The 
court house was c onstruct ed elsewhe re bu t t he count y jail 
was located on this l a nd . When s,chool was d ismi ssed , i t was 
a common si ght t o see t he stude nts t a lking t o t he pris oners 
i n t he jail. On hallowe en n i ght one y ear some pranksters 
practically demolished t he' jail, which had previously b e e n 
condemned . 
85. Revised Statute s of Kansas , Chapter 72, Sec . 2601. 
86. Oberlin Herald , June 15, 1 939 , P • 3 . 
The hi gh school ere cte d i n 1906 served the community 
unt il 1921, whe n it was ne ces sar y to build an addition on 
the ori ginal structure . The add i t i on was t h e same siie of 
t he ori g inal bui l d i ng with a gymnas ium for bas ketball and 
phys ica l e du ca tion. 
Le gislature Aboli s h e d County Hi gh School 
In -1923 , the l e g islature of Kansas a bolishe d all cou n ty 
hi gh school dis tricts and in their p l ace created community 
h i gh schoo l d i s tricts . All mone ys a n d property and funds of 
t he county h i gh s chool shall be transferred to t h e community 
hi gh scho ol. The p o wers and duties of t he co unt y hi gh school 
shall be the same i n the newl y organized districts . Instruc-
tion in sai d communi t y h i gh s ch ool shall be free to all pu -
pil s within s a i d d istrict. I f any pupi l within the community 
h i gh school d is t rict wishes to attend any othe r hi gh schoo l 
with t he c onse nt of t he county su pe r i ntendent , a tui t i on f e e 
o f two do llars per week shall be pa5d t o s a i d hi gh school 
for a ttendance . 87 
D ecatur Communit y Hi gh S chool 
In 1923 ·when the le g islature o f Kansas abolished t he 
-
county hi gh school , t he Deca tur Community h i gh sch oo l wa s 
formed . The te r ritory of this d i strict i ncluded a ll t erri -
tory not included in any other schoo l d i strict in the 
county . The t ax limit unde r t h is -new l aw could onl y be four 
_87. Revise d Statu t es of Kansas , 1935, Chapter 72 , Sec . 2501 , 
P • 1783 . 
mi l ls . The number o f membe rs of the board of d ire ctors 
were the same with onl y two being e l ected from any one com-
mi ssione r district . 
The bo a r d of trustees was established i n 1 930 . The p re -
sent members a re Alice Aronson, county superint e ndent , Ralph 
Clark , Ed Eelmkamp , Claus Anderson , Joe Vavroch , A. J . Thom-
sen and Andy Harger . 88 
Development o f the S choo ls 
Tha Oberlin city school was built i n 1 926 , r anki n g as 
one of the bes t g rade and junior high schools in t he wes t e rn 
part of t he state . The r e are t h i rteen f a cu lty membe rs i n 
the· grade school and jun ior hi gh , o ffe r ing a complet e course 
o f study t hat more t h an mee t s the r equ i rements of t he s tate 
o f Kans as . Ira Leid i g is t h e p rinci~a l , tak i n g over the 
principal ship in 1 9 29 . 
The hi gh s choo l bu ild ing progr a m was climaxe d in 1938 
when t he new modern h i gh school bui lding was ere cted . The 
contract price of t h is building was $ 24-0 , 785 with P . v. A. 
furn i shing 4-5 per cent of t h e mone y . A bond is sue of 
$1 50, 000 was made to finance t he part tha t t he schoo l d is -
trict had to pay . ':Che bu ilding i s o f b r ick and con crete 
cons t ruction , standi n g as a monument to the perservering 
88 . Oberl i n Herald , Sixt i eth Annive rsary Edition , s ec . B, 
page 2, June 8 , 1939 . 
and c olorful spirit of t h e peopl e wh o want t he be st tha t 
can be affo rded in o r der to g ive their ch ildren eve r y a d -
vantage that fine e quipme nt can p rod~ce . 89 
Supe rint e n dentsof Oberlin Schools 
H. Q. Banta was the f irst h i gh s chool prin cipa l to 
head t h e newly o r ganized county high sch ool . He served in 
this capacity for five ye a rs, afte r which he resigned to 
take ove r the Obe rlin mill which he had purchased , and 
still owns . W. G. Ri st e wa s t h e p rin cipal fro m 1907 to 
1909 , A. I. .Clow , 190 9 to 1912 . Be ginn ing i n the fa ll of 
1912 was t he admi n istration of Cale b Smick . 90 Th i s admin~ 
is~ration r a ised to a g r eat height t h e e duca ti onal s tand -
ards of the hi gh sch ool i n Oberli n , brin g i ng it state- wi de 
reco gnition . Duri n g h is a dminis t r a ti on , t h e s ch ools of 
Oberl i n came t o be reco gnized a s an outstanding s chool 
s y stem in t h e sta te . He was p re s i de n t of t he Kans as Tea ch -
er ' s Assoc i ation at t he t ime of h i s death i n 1 932 . Ch a r l e s 
Hawkes served a s supe rint ende nt from 1933 t o 193 8 . He r e -
signed in 1938 to take t h e supe r inten de n cy of the Salina 
schools . It was under his a d ministration t hat t h e new 
schoo l build i n g was complet ed . Th e progr e ss and develop-
-=- me n t of t h e s ch ool was quite marked dur i n g h i s a dminis t ra-
tion . H. G. Mahon was employ e d as supe ri nt ende nt i n 1 938 
89. Oberlin Herald , Sixtieth Ann iversa ry Edition , June 8 , 
1939, sec . B, P • 2 . 
90. Oberli n Herald , Sixtieth Annive rsa r y Edition , June 8 , 
1939 , sec . B, P • 3 . 
and is t he present superintendent.91 
Enrollment 
The enrollment in 1938 was 451 in ·the hi gh school and 
650 i n the grades and junior hi gh . The new high schoo l 
buildin8 was built with a capacity of 550 students . 
Community Hi gh Schools 
The table on t he following page shows the number of 
community high s chool s in Kansas. There are 24- community 
high schools in t he state . There are four : Columbus , Clay 
Center, Cha pman and Altamount , that have a higher enroll-
ment than Oberlin. Columbus, Chapman and Clay Center em-
ploy more teachers than Oberlin. The a sse ss ed valuation 
of the district was $7 ,014,383 , with a four mill l ~vy . 
There are seven schools , Effingham , Columbus , Clay Center , 
Ch erokee , Altamont, Nickerson and WaKeeney , that have a 
~igher assessed valuation than Oberlin . Co t t onwood Falls 
is t he only cit~- with a higher l evy than Oberlin, wh ile 
nine cities , Columbus , St . Francis, Cherokee, Altamont, 
Atwood, Hoxie,- Goodl and , Colby and Sharron Spr ings , . have 
the same l evy as Oberlin. Ei ght school s , Columbus, St . 
Francis, Clay Center,Cherokee, Jetmore , Norton, Atwood and 
Leoti, have a lower cost per pupil than Oberlin . 
91. Oberlin Herald, Si xtieth Anniversary Edition , June 8, 
1939 , sec. B, P • 3. 
TABLE XVII 
Community High Schools 
Volumes Cost per 
Enroll- in Tot.al pupil Mills Count y Ci t y ment Library Teachers per month Levied 
Atchinson Effingham 254 5,100 11 $11 . 40 2. 07 
Cotton"°od 
Chase Falls 150 2,515 9 17 . 26 4. 75 
Cher okee Columbus 674 4,017 26 8. 69 4*00 
Cheyenne St . Francis 254 2, 578 ll 8. 45 4. 00 
Cl ay Clay Center 559 1,400 20 8 . 96 2. 77 
Crawford Cherokee 208 l ,500 9 7 .55 4. 00 
Cr awford Arma. 278 1,500 11 . 
DECATUR Oberl n 584 4 , 800 16 9. 00 4. 00 
Dickinson Chapman 400 8, 211 19 16.80 3. 00 
Gr eel ey Tribune 116 1,020 6 10 . 97 3.00 
Hodgeman Jetmore 158 1 , 400 7 7 . 00 2.20 
Labette Altemont 586 7, 000 15 12.70 4. 00 
Lane Dighton 186 2, 500 10 9. 68 3.22 
Nor t on Norton 349 5,285 14 8 . 94 5. 50 
Rawlins Atwood 259 1, 205 11 8.56 4.00 
Reno Nic.l{erson 175 5 , 158 10 19.27 5. 10 
Scott Scott City 240 1,116 11 9. 16 .40 
Sher idan Hoxie 172 1,250 8 15. 86 4. 00 
Sherman Goodland 279 825 14 10. 64 4. 00 
St ant on Johnson 75 480 5 11.54 2. 96 
Thoms Col by 518 1 , 497 15 9. 49 4. 00 
Trego WaKeeney 287 2,500 14 13. 57 5.60 
Wal lace Sharron Spg. 105 600 6 9.13 4. 00 
Viichit a Leoti 145 1,118 7 7.59 2. 33 
93. Thi rty-first Biennial Repor t, State Supt . Public Instruction of 
93 
Kansas , 1957 , p_. 182- 187 
TABLE XVII {Cont.) 
Community Hi gh Schools 
County City Asses sed Bond I ndebt- Total Total 
Valuation edness Receipt s Expenditur es 
Atchinson Effingham $14, 95 5,622 $ 2, 200 $48,609 $36,172 CottoriWOM 
Chase Fal ls 4, 574, 829 16,000 · 25 ,085 20, 509 
Cherokee Columbus 14, 504, 0Sl 4, 000 78 , 461 75 , 837 
Chiyenne St . Francis 4,149,524 59, 000 25,518 21,686 
Clay Clay Center 15,181, 858 9, 600 46, 908 45 , 815 
Crawfor d Cherokee 14,121 , 785 14,000 33, 084 53, 041 
Crawford Arma no report no r eport no r eJi>ort 
DECJl WR Oberlin 7, 014, 585 5, 445 28, 464 27, 062 
Dicki nson Chapman 19, 812 ,672 no report 64, 414 65 , 425 
Greeley Tribune 4, 350,746 101, 000 11 , 912 11, 670 
Hodgeman Jetmore 4,429, 041 2, 000 10 ,075 9, 657 
Labette Altamont 14, 05 2, 010 21 , 000 9'3 , 964 68 , 475 
Lane Dighton 5 ,559, 147 110, 000 22 , 114 20, 314 
Norton Norton 6 , 754,481 128,590 25, 880 28 , 121 
Rawlins At wood 4, 592 , 672 61 , 000 21, 027 18 , 716 
Reno Ni cker s on 8 , 450, 673 5 , 230 39 ,577 51 , 641 
Scott Scott City 5, 247,524 107, 000 21 , 556 21 ,144 
Shet i dan Hoxie 5,701,080 no rffpor t 28 , 343 25, 318 
Sherman Goodland 6, 221 , 818 •. 7 ,ooo 52, 4.56 26, 734 
St anton Johnson - 5,074,410 49, 000 9, 075 7, 653 
Thomas Colby 5 , 396, '307. 175 , 000 28 , 927 27, 753 
Trego WaKeeney 8,748,725 no r eport 46, 498 41 , 684 
iallace Sharron Spg . 2,595 , 980 10,000 10, 213 8, 653 
Wichita Leoti 5 ,127,600 40,500 10 , 768 10 , 617 
95 
95. Thirty- f irst Biennial Re9ort, State Superi nt endent of Public Instruct i on 
of Kansas , 1957, pp . 182-187. 
CHURCHES 
ethod i s t 
Sunday S choo l was c ondu c ted i n the homes a year before a 
regu l ar church was o r ganize d . In t h e spring of 1877 t he first 
log church was e r e cte d in t he Lyle c ommunity near Oberlin . 
Rou gh boards cut from log s were u sed for seats . It had a 
di r t floor and a box sufficed as a l ibrary f o r the small sup-
p l y of books .
94 
Th e Method ist church was t he first church 
to be o r ganized i n the city . Services were held in t h e J . p. 
Rodehaver res i dence until t he · lag school house was bui l t , 
a f t er that time church was held in the schoo l hous e until the 
f i rst church bui l ding was e r e cted in 1886 . This bui l ding 
cost $5 ,000 as contrasted t o the cost of the fine mode rn bu ild-
i ng ere cted in 1922 at a cost of ~32 , 000 . 95 
Presbyte r ian 
The first Pr esbyterian church wa s organized January 11 , 
1880 . The Presbyt erians constructed the first church bu i l d ing 
in Decatur County i n 1883 . This bu ild i n g was partially des -
troyed by fire - i n 1 91 5 , and t he followin g ye a r a new building 
wa s c onstructed . This bu ild i n g cost $35 , 000 , and contains the 
on l y p i pe o r gan in t h e city . This organ was g iven to the 
h Iri church by the famil y of Ot is Benton, in memory to im . 
1 918 a parsonage was added t o t he church prop e rt y . 96 
94. Obe rlin Herald , June 1 5 , 1939 , P• 2 . 
95 . Oberlin Her~ld , June 1 5 , 1939 , P • 2 . 
96 . Oberlin Herald , June 15 , 1 939 , P • 2 . 
:Baptist Chu rch 
The f irst Baptist church was ·organi zed January 31, 1880 , 
with Reve rent D. O. Banta as pas tor. In 1889 the Baptist 
Organi~ation purchased t he building erected by the Lutheran 
Society i n 1887, whe n the l a ter organization failed to grow . 
This building was u sed unti l 19 21 when t he Baptist a nd Ch ris -
tian churches federated . 97 
Christian Church 
The Church of Christ was organize d i n 1900 and the or-
ganization erected their first church bu ildin g in 1903 . 
Reverend Walte r G. Menz ies was the first pastor . I n 1921 
. 98 thi s o r ganiza tion was federated with t h e Baptist church . 
Federated Church 
I n t h e fall of 1920 the Christian and Baptist organi- -
zati ons be gan a movement for t he purp6se of federating the 
two churches . This was accomplished in 1921 t hrou gh t he ef -
forts o f J. R. Lamont who was a membe r of t he board of dir-
ectors o f the Christian church . Church services were he l d 
i n t h e Christian building , the adult s e ction of the Sunday 
School was a l so he ld i n this bui l d i ng . The primary sect ions 
a nd intermed i a t e se ctions met i n the Baptist bui l ding . I n 
1934, the bri ck church belong i n g to the Episcopalian organ-
ization was purchased and remodele d to serve t h e needs of 
the church.99 
97 Oberlin Hera l d , June 15 1939 P • 2. 
98: Oberlin Hera l d , June lj, 1 939 , P • 2 . 
99. Oberlin Herald , June 15, 1939 , P • 3 • 
• 
Seventh Day Adventist 
The Seventh Day Adventist church was o rganized in 
September , 1922 . The present church bui l ding was purchased 
and moved into Oberlin i n 1 932 . This chu rch has t he s mallest 
church bui l ding o f any of t h e churches of t he city . l OO 
Christian Science Church 
Th e Christian Science Society was organized February 
7 , 1918 , when the Mother Church Tene ts were si gned by fif -
teen charter me mbers . The church bui l d i n g was ere cted in 
1923 at a cost of approximately $2,500 . The Mothe r Church 
assisted financ i ally i n t he erectin g of the church . The 
cµurch was dedica t ed J anua r y 24 , 1924 , fre e of debt , as is 
the custom of Chri st ian Sci e nce churches not to de.dica te 
until -all o b ligations are met . Th i s socie t y is a br an ch 
of the Moth er Church First Church of Chr ist Scientist , 
B - 101 o ston , r as s achusetts . 
Catholic Church 
The Cath o l ic Church , known as t h e Church of t he Sa cred 
Heart , was orga ni zed in September , 1 8 8 8 , t h e fir s t. church 
building being comple t ed in December of 1888 . Thi s build-
ing was des t ro y ed by a hurricane i n 1911 . The second and 
prese n t church build i n g was ere cte d on the same loca t ion . 
100 . Obe rlin Herald, Jun e 15, 1 939 , P • 3 . 
101 . Oberlin Hera l d , June 15, 1939 , P • 3 . 
The size of the Sa cre d Heart Pari sh has varied c onsiderabl y . 
The drouth in the early years caused many families t o leave 
whil e othe rs went to p l a ces where o pportunity for a better 
Christian educat ion was available. At the pre se nt t ime, 
the parish is g rowing a nd now numbe rs nearl y t h irty fa mili e s . 
Fathe r Bernard Dickman is t he p r esent pastor . 102 
102. Oberlin Herald , June 15, 1939 , P• 3 . 
CPA PT ER VII 
CITY F I ANGE 
Introduction 
Funds in substantial amounts for the support of gov-
ernment have been a vital pro blem ever since government has 
existed. As the functions of g overnmen t have been extended , 
t he nee d s for funds have been increase d p roport ionally . The 
e xtension of governmental functions has made t he problem of 
securing funds increasingly difficult . 
Whether the government be nat i ona l, state, or loca l, 
-
t h e problem o f finding sources from which f unds can be d e -
r ived f or the support of govern~ent has increased the past 
few years . With t he municipal s hare of the tax do lla r con-
s i derab l y r educed du r ing re ce nt ye a rs and costly new f unc-
tions demanding attention , cities are finding it v e r y dif -
ficult to collect anything l ike adequate revenues . Many 
cities have faced so seri ous a p rob lem i n t h is fi e l d t hat 
the y have s earched franti cally for new sources of revenue . 
Rates and meth0ds of t axing original sources have be en 
ahange d , while att e mpts h a ve been made to f ind new and un~ 
tap ped re source s . Th e de pressed economic cond itions of the 
past few years have made the owners of general property 
par ~1cularly sensitive to t h is i mportan t source of revenue . 
The increase in delinquent taxes has p ia~ed a greater t ur-
den on t h e gene ral property owner s i n ce it i s from the gen-
eral p roperty t ax that t he city derives most of its revenue 
for financing t he various a gencies of city government . 
Source of Funds 
The following table shows the total amount of revemu e 
taken in by t he city for t he fi s cal year of 1937 . 
TABLE XVIII 
Source of Funds, 1937 
Sq~rce of Funds 
Earning s from 
Public Ut ilitie s 
General Prop-
erty Tax 
Special Taxes 
Licenses , Pe rmits 
Fines and Se rvices 
Total 
Amount 
13 , 828 . 89 
11,066 . 86 
1,912. 08 
83,751 . 66 
Per cen t 
68 . 2 
16. 4-
13 . 1 
83 
The a b ove data shows t hat t he total amount rece ived was 
$83,751 . 66 . The earnings from the li ght plant and water sys -
tem cont ributed $42 ,763.57, or 51 . 1 pe r cent of the to tal 
amount. Trans fers from Public Uti l it i es amounted to 
$14,180 . 89 or 17.1 per cent . Th e general p roperty tax con-
tributed $13 , 828 . 89 , or 16.4 per cent , wh ile special taxe s 
contri buted $11,066 . 86 , or 13 . 1 per ce n t . The least amount 
of revenue was derived from licenses , fines , permits, and 
83 . Au ditor's Re port, City of Oberlin , July , 1938 . 
services , which amounted t o $1 , 912 . 08 , or two and thre e 
tenths per cent . The earning s from t h e municipa l ly-owned 
l i ght plant and water system s how the hi ghest per cent, 
however , $28,212 . 63 of t h e t otal earriing s were used for 
o perating expense , which leaves approxima t ely $14, 500 to 
be used for othe r pu~poses . Th e net ea r nings f rom t he l i ght 
p l ant and water system plu s the t r ansfers from t he Pu blic 
Utiliti es fund amount to 51 p e r cent of the city revenue . 
Collections a n d Custody of Funds 
Th e county treasure r is t h e colle cting a ge n t f or all 
taxes and special assessments made by t he Ci t y of Oberli n . 84 
I n 1 927 $ 24 , 8 95 . 75 wa s colle cted on t h e 1936 l e vy . The city 
cle r ::: acts as colle cting a gent for a ll services r ende red 
dire ctly by t h e city . These services i n clude such charges 
made for pe r mits, licen ses , d og t axes , t e sts for dairy cows , 
electricity and water . The s u m of ~4 4 , 6 27 . 57 was collected 
from t h e a bove name d sources i n 1937 . Of t h e t otal amount 
collected , $42,763 . 51 wa s from t h e earnings o f the light 
plant and wate r system , and $1 , 864 wa s collected fro m the 
s a le of pe rmits , licenses, do g taxes and othe r minor s er-
vices . The police judge coll ects all f i nes and court cos t s 
o f ca s e s that come up in police court . This 8:ource of funds 
is a v ery minor one as t he t otal amount collected by t h e 
po l i ce judge in 1937 was $48 , which is above the average f o r 
the l ast te n y ears . 
8 4 . Revised St atutes of Y...ansas , 1935 , ·Chap . 1 5 , sec . 413 . 
Depos i t a ries 
The depos i taries a r e t he t wo banks of t he c i t y , t he 
Farme rs Na ti onal Bank and the Decatur Nati onal Bank . The 
city cle r k is r equi r e d by l aw to ma ke a dai l y depos it of 
a ll f unds r e ceived from t he publ ic , i n one of thes e des i g-
nat ec banks . The deposita r i e s are se l e cted by t_e counci l 
of the city . Statu t atory requirement provide s t hat the de-
positaries be bonded f or t wice t he a ppr oxi mate lar gest sum 
t ha t will be on de pos it a t a ny one time . Int erest at the 
rat e of one t enth of one pe r cent i s pa i d by the deposi-
t ari es on da i l y depos its . 85 
Tax Levy f or Ea ch Fund 
The f ollowing table show s the yearl y tax l e vy for ea ch 
f und , the tota l l evy f or a l l funds , and t he average l evy fo r 
t he ei gh t - yea r pe riod , f or e a ch fund . 
TABLE XIX 
Tax Levy f or Each Fu nd , 1931- 1938 
Ye a r Yea r Year Year Ye a r Ye a r Year Year Fund 
Fund 15{21 1232 1233 1234 1235 1236 193:Z 1238 Ave . 
General 2 .7 2 . 2 . 2 • 1. 25 1. 25 2 . 2 . 2 . 04 
Street 2 . 2 . 2 . 1. 56 2 . ~3 2 . 2• 1- 75 2 . 08 
Fire . 13 • l:Z . 8 . 34 • 4.l~ . 24 
Pa r k . 5 . 24 . 8 •22 . 28 • 78 . 45 
Ba nd -~ . 5 . 5 . 23 . 5 . 5 . 5 . 4 . 42 
Sewer . 1 . 4 .3 . 14 •2 • .l~:Z . 5 . 26 . 30 
Bond & 
Int erest 10 . 8 . 8 . 5 8 . 5 8 . 21 10 . 6 . 03 8 . 36 8 . 45 
Bi ndweed . 1 . 13 . 1 . 01 
Ceme t e ry •2 . 2 . 24 . 5 • 22 . 12 
Libr ary . 2 . 18 . 1 . 02 . 11 . 08 . 02 
Ai q~o r t . 1 . 1 •24 . 25 . 12 . 11 
S1reet 
. 18 . 42 • 15 Li ghts . 4 . 2 
Tota l 16 . 5 12 . l~ 14 . 5 16 . 3 14 . 12 16 . 13 14 . 02 14 . 1 14 . 53 
86 
85 . Re vis ed St atutes of Kansas , 1935 , Chap . 9, se ? · 305 : 
86 . City Cle r k , Record of Mi nut e s of Council eet2n5s , Eooks D- E 
It can be seen fro m the data i n Table XIX on the preced-
ing page t ha t the Bond and Interest fund has an average of 
eight and for t y - five hundredths mills for the ei ght - year period • . 
The a v e ra ge levy i n mills for t he Stree t and Gene ral and Gene r a l 
fu nds are approx i mately t h e same . The r e are eight of the funds 
that had a lower l evy for 1938 than the average for the eight -
year period . The r e are four of the f unds that had a lower le vy 
for 1937 than the average for the eight - year period . It will be 
noted t hat t he h i c:.,hes t l e vy for any one year was 16 . 5 mill s in 
1931 , and 1935 next with 16 . 13 mill s ; 1932 was the lowest with a 
l evy of 13 . 4 mill s . 
Purpose of Funds from General Property Tax , 1938 
TABLE XX 
Amount Per cent 
Fund Received Received 
Bonds and Inte rest $6 , 884 . 77 49 . 1 
Stree t fu aintena nce 2 , 559 , 83 19. 
Uene ral 1, 69671'~4- - ---~12. 
Parks 815. 02 5. 9 
Band 479 . 68 3 . 5 
Sewer 398 . 77 2. 9 
Ce me tery 364 . 04 2. 6 
Fire 26 . 16 1 . 9 
Streets and Lights 142 . 04 1. 3._ 
Airport 124. 63 . 9 
Library 100 . 00 . 9 
Tot a. J _ e ce . .1.i..:..v.s;..e:.1.d1.-__ ----=l....:3...1., ..:=:8:.:2:..::8::...::•:...::8~c"-~ ------=I ___ O~o~.__, 
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The above table s h ows the amount that each fund receives 
from the genera l property tax wi th the tota l rece ive d by a ll 
funds . Bonds and Interest fund received 49 . 1 per ce n t of the 
87 . Au d itor ' s Report of the Cit y o f Oberlin, Kansas , July , 1938 . 
the total amount of $13 , 838 . 89 . The Stree t ~aintenanc~ fund 
received 19 per cent, whi l e the General fund received 12 per 
cent . Eighty per cent of the funds raised by the general prop-
erty tax for the various departments were received by tr_e three 
funds mentioned above . 
TABLE XXI 
Statement of Transfers from July 1, 1932 to June 30, 1938 
Date Fund From Fund To Amount 
January 30 , 1932 Public Utility General Fund $15 , 000 . 
February 28 , 1935 11 II General Fund 10 , 000 . 
July 31 , 1935 II ti Bond & Interest 30 , 000 . 
July 31 , 1935 II II Park Fund 4 , 364 . 07 
June 30 , 1936 11 II Park Fund 1,135 . 93 
June 30 , 1936 II II Bond &; Interest 6 , 500 . 
August 30, 1936 II II Sewage 600 . 
January 30 , 1937 II II Bond & Interest 5 ,225 . 32 
July 31 , 1937 II II Airport 25 
July 31 , 1937 II II Bond & Interest 2,324 . 06 
July 31, 1937 II II Sewas e 2 , 000 . 
July 31, 1937 ti II Street 1 , 234 -91 
September 30 , 1937 II II Sewage 700 . 
September 30 , 1937 II II G-enera l Fund 700 . 
December 31, 1937 II II Bond & Interest 600 . 
December 31 , 1937 II II General Fund 200 . 
December 31 , 1937 lt II Sewage Fund 700 . I, 
February 28, 1938 II II Bond & Interest 4 , 200 . 
June 28 , 1938 II II General Fund 950 . 
June 28 , 1938 II II Sewage Fund 450 . 
July 12, 1938 II II Bond & Interest 3 , 993 . 27 
The above table shows the transfers that were made from 
the Public Utilities fund to other funds from January 30 , 1932 
up to and including July 12, 1938 . It is interesting to note 
that the Bond an0 -'-nterest fund has received over this neriod , 
t he sum of $52,842 . 65 from the Public Utllities fund, w~ich is 
57 per cent of the total amount transferred during the ent ire 
period . The general fund received from the same source $26,850 
or 29 per cent of t he total amount transferred, whi l e the Park 
f und received $6 , 500 , or seven per cent of the total and t he Sew-
age fund received $4 ,450 or nearly five per cent of the total 
amount transferred . There we re nearly 87 per cent of the total 
funds transferred , that went into the Bond an~ Interest and 
General funds . The average transfers for the entire period 
was $13 , 128 . 93 , wh ich was $1 , 051 . 33 lower than the money t r ans -
ferred for the fiscal year of 1937 , from the Public Utilities 
fund . 
The table on the following page shows the property valua-
tion , levy in mills, and the amount raised for the period of 
years of 1920 to 1938 inclusive . It can be seen from the data 
in the table that the highest l evy for the ent ire period was in 
1923 . with a levy of 29 mills . The amount raised from this levy 
raised $49 , 158 . 92 , which was t he highest amount of any one year 
fo~ the entire period . The highest property valuation was in 
1922, when the property was valued at $1 , 759 , 110 . The lowes t 
levy made over the entire period was in 1932 and 1 933 with a 
13 . 4 mill levy . The years of 1934, 1935 and 1936 show that the 
property valuation was reduced below t he million dollar mark . 
The average property valuation for the 19-year pe riod was 
$1 , 359 , 487 . 67 , with the a vera ge mill levy being 16 . 3 mills , and 
the avera5e revenue received w~s $23 ,201 . 67 . The property val-
uation in 1937 was $343 , 745 . 67 lowe r than the average property 
valuation for the entire period . The mi ll levy of 1937 was two 
and twenty- one hundredths mills lower than the average for the 
entire period , while t he amount received in 1937 was $8 , 789 . 97 
lower tha n the average for the entire period . It is interest -
to note that during the period of years of 1931 to 1938 the p ro-
perty valuation for this ei ght year period was below the average 
for the 19- year period . 
Property Valuation and Tax Levy of Oberlin 
Years 1920- 1938 
TABLE XXII 
Year Valuation 
Levy 
in },:ills Amount Raised 
1920 $1,b49,635 13 . 5 ~23,620 . 07 
1921 1 , 82 , 605 13.5 25,145 .17 
1922 1,759,110 17 . 5 30,784.43 
1923 1,695 ,1 35 29 . 49,158 . 92 
1924 1 , 585,818 16.5 26,165 .99 
1925 1,434,946 21 . 5 30 , 851 . 34 
1926 1 ,480 , 543 15. 20 ,288 .15 
__ l=-9~2,.;...,!7,--_ ___:l=..,z...::4?:...:8:....:.0 '--:' 5:::-:4:::-'::3c--_......;l::=-,.6,.-.~--------=,2;.:.;2:..z.,...:;8..;.8..;;..8.:... 6:;:..;9;'.-.-
1928 1 ,414 ,273 16. 22,628 .37 
1929 1 ,408 ,193 18. 25 ,347.47 
1930 1,472,520 17. 25,032 . 84 
~1~9~3~1 __ ~1.,J,29 , 647 16 . 5 21 , 939 .19 
1932 1,194.589 13.4 16,006 .49 
1933 1, 221 ,601 13.4 16,336.45 
1934 994,385 14 . 5 15,418 . 58 
1935 991,803 16 .13 15,998.05 
1936 995,753 14.13 14,069 . 99 
193~ 1,015,742 14 . 09 14,311.70 
93 1,023 ,425 14.1 14 ,430 . 28 
Average 1,359,487.67 16.1 23,201.67 
TABLE IlIII 
Total Amount Transferred per Fund 
July 1, 1932 - June JO, 1938 
Fund Ail10Unt 
Bond and Interest $52 ,842.65 
General .Fund 26,850 . 00 
Park Fund 6 , 500 . 00 
Sewage Fund 4 , 450 . 00 
Street Fund L 234: . 91 
.Air:port Fund 25 . 00 
9 
The above table shows that the Bond and Interest Fund 
received the greatest amount of transfers, v1,i th the General 
Fund ranking second . These two funds accounted for approx-
imately 80 per cent of all transfers . 
89 . City Clerk, Re cord of :Minute s of Council Meetings , 
Books C- E . 
City Expenditures for the Fiscal Year of 1937 
TABLE XXIV 
Fund Amount J:.;xpended 
General Fund 
Street Fund 
Cemetery Fund 
Park Fund 
Sewer Fund 
Airport Fund 
Fire Denartment Fund 
Library-Fund 
Band Fund 
, tree~ :J..igb.ting Fund 
Bond and Interest Fund 
Public Utilities Fu~d 
Total Expenditures 
$ 5 , 596 . L~2 
4 , 662 . 98 
597 . 93 
1 , 250 . 00 
468 . 81 
96 . 29 
562 . 54 
39 . 41 
479 . 68 
48 . 68 
25 , 503 . 81 
28 , 786 . 16 
68,092 . 71 
Percenta5e 
8 . 2 
6 . 8 
. 9 
1.87 
.7 
. 2 
. 8 
. 06 
.7 
. 07 
37 .7 
42 . 
100 
91 
The above table shows the total amount expended by the city 
for the fiscal year of 1937 . The Public Utilities fund shows 
the 3reatest amount of expenditures with $28 , 786 . 16 or 42 per 
cent of the entire expenditures . It can ce seen by examining 
Table XX.XII in the appendix , that over 60 Der cent of this amount 
is expended for salaries and fuel . The Bond an(- Intere st fund 
spent $25 , 503 . 81 or 37 . 7 per cent of the entire amount expended . 
It is interesting to note that t h e Public Utilities and the ..:-ond 
and Interest funds spent 79 . 7 per cent of the entire expendi-
tures . The General fund spent ei~ht and two- tenths per cent 
while the Street fund spend six and eight - tenths of ·the total 
amount of expenditures . It can be seen from this table that 
the Bond and Interest Fund and the Public Utilities fund are 
- the two most important from the point of expenditures . 
91 . Auditors Report of the City of Oberlin , Kansas, July , 1938 . 
Compa rison of 1937 Exp e nd i tu re s t o Budget 
TABLE XX.V 
Fu nd Bu dget Expenditu re s ~x cess ove r 
Budget 
Ge ne r a l st H' 4 , 200 . 00 $ 6 , ~60 . 07 
St reet 2 , 200 . 00 3 , 496 . 43 1 , 296 . 43 
Fire 465 . 75 602 . 26 136 . 51 
Pa rk 1 , 100 . 00 1 , 192 . 40 92 . 40 
Band 550 . 00 468 . 41 
Se we r :;,:aintenan ce 500 . 00 1 , 300 . 45 800 . 45 
Bond and Int eres t 25 , 585 -59 26 , 026 . 29 440 . 70 
Li b r a r y 100 . 00 85 . 42 
Ce me te r y 425 . 00 422 . 07 
Airuo r t 120 . 00 119 . 00 
Tota l of Ex cess ~xpend itures over Budget 4 , 826 . 57 
92 
The abo v e table shows t h e amount allo,iJed in the budget 
for the vari ous fund s l iste ~ i n the table . ~1e data s ho ws 
the amount that was expended i nt~ various fun d s wi th t h e 
amount expende d i n e xcess of the provisions i r the budge t . 
It i s i nte r es t ing to note 1Jhat t h e General f u n expended a n 
ex cess of $2 , 060 . 07 , whi l e the st r eet fu nd exp ended an exces s 
of $1 , 296 . 43 over and above the amounts al l owed in the budGe t . 
'he total amount of funds expended in ex cess o f t~e bua ge t 
92 . Audi t or ' s Repo r t of the Ci t y of Oberlin , Kansas , Ju l y , 1938 . 
was ~4 . 8?6 . ~7 . ThP deficit was ~ade u p fro~ funds trans -
f erred fr om t he Public Ut lli.t ie s fund as is sh :)wn by the 
t qble XX I in t h is chapter . 
Purpose of Expenditures for Fiscal Year , 1937 
TABLE XXVI 
Bonds and Interes t $2~1 503 . 81 
Sa l arie s and Labor 18 , 536 . 59 
Zquipment and Supplies 17, 536 . 59 
27 . 3 
25 . 9 
Insurance , Cl alns , rent 4 , 511 . 07 7 . 1 
ffice Expense 1 , 812 . 07 2. 7 
93 
The above table s h~ ws the purpose of the tot a l d is -
bu rse ment s for the year 1927 . Expendi tures for the payr1 ent 
of bonds and int e r est was the l a r ges t single item of ex-
pense . rhe amount expended for this one i tem was t;25 , 503 . 81 
or 37 per cent of the total expen&i tu res with 27 pe r cent 
of the total disbursements , or $18 , 536 . 59 . The dlsbu rsenents 
for equipment and supplies took up 25 per cent of the total 
e xpenditures , with $17 , 629 . 17 being expended for this purp8se . 
The expenditures fo r i nsuran ce , clains against t he city , and 
rent was $4 , 511 . 07 or seven pe r cent o f the tota l d isburse~en~s -
Office expense showed the lowert a~oun t of expendi ture with 
$1 , 812. 07 or two and seven tenths per cent of the to tal arrount 
ex pended . 
It is interestin5 to note that t he expenditu res for 
bonds , interest and sal a ries were 643 per cen t of the tota l 
93 . Audito r ' s Report , City of Oberlin , Kansas , July , 1938 . 
expendi tures . Of the total amount expended for bonds and 
interest , 26 per cent of this amount was expended for inter-
est or $6 , 510 , while 74 per cent or ~18 , 913 . 81 was spent for 
bonds . 
Eorrowin5 and Indebtedness 
Borrowing and i ndebt edness are i mport ant factors in 
the f inancial administrati on of any municipality . articu lar-
l y is k : .. is true under the adverse cond i t ions brou c.;ht on by the 
econorric depression as many cities fin~ it increasingl y dif -
ficult to meet their obli gati ons for cur ren u expense s, be -
sides paying for malntenan ce and improvements . 
Li mit of Indebtedness 
Definite restrictions are p l a ced on cities by the l aws 
of Kansas relative to the arr:ount of bonded indebtedness that 
a city can con-·,ract . All cities of t ' _e th j_rd class are pro -
hibited from i ncurring a bonded indebtednesE at any time 
tha t exceeds 15 per cent of the assessed valuat ion of the 
taxable property of the pre ce ding year . Bond s for s pecial 
irr:prover12ents that are to be paid by special assessment are 
exempt fr om this restriction t o the extent that t he tota l 
bonded debt of any city of the third class cannot exceed 25 
per cent of the assessed valuation of the tota l taxable 
p ropert y for the pre ceding assessment year . 94 
94 . Revised Statutes of Kansas , 1935 , Chapter 10 , sec . 303 . 
Proce du re in Is suing Bonds 
All bonds o f municipalities a re to run not l onger than 
20 years and canno t bear inte r es t of rrore than f ive per cent . 
They may be i ssued so as t o mature year l ; over a pe rio d of 
years with approximately equal amounts coming due each yea r . 
Bonds that are payable from assessments agalnst t he particu -
lar property that is benef i ted by t ~e i mprovement rrus~ not 
run for a period greater than 10 years and shall be payabl e 
i n not more than 10 annual installments . 95 
Refunding Bonds 
Any outstanding indebtedness way be refunded according 
to the laws of Kansas . The r e f und in5 b~nds may be issued u pon 
any t e r ms which may be a g reed upon wi th the owners of the 
original bonds .
96 
The refunding bonds outstanding at t~e 
present time a r e t hos e issued in 1938 . The amount was $12 , 000 . 
Sinking Fund 
Wheneve r bonds are issued i n s u ch a manner that the 
en t ire aLount comes due at the same tlffie , t te government of 
the municipality must l evy taxe s each year for a s l nking 
fu nd sufficient to p~y t~e amount of the bonds and int e rest 
when they come Cue . 97 Oberlin does not have a sinking fund 
as all bond s are of the serial t ype . 
95 . Revised Stat utes of Kansas , 1935, Chapter 10 , sec . 305 . 
96 . Revised Statutes of Kansas , 1935, Chapter 10 , s e c . 304. 97 . Revised Statutes of Kansas , 1935, Chapter 10 , se c . 30 · 
Dat e of Issue 
January 1 , 1924 
August 1 , 1235 
Februar y 1 , 1936 
Bo nds Outs t anding 
TABLE XXVII 
Rate Amount 
5 . 5 $100 , 350 . 00 
2 • 2 i 3 00 . 00 
3 . 2 , 300 . 00 
September 1 , 1 9382 . 25 30 , 000 . 00 
De cember 10 2 19382 . 5 12 , 000 . 0 0 
Tota l 1 46 , 950 . 00 
ur.pos e Type 
Paving Serial- 20 yr . 
Gene ral Irr::Q . Serial - 10 yr . 
Genera l Imp . Se rial-10 yr . 
Li 5ht p l ant 
Extension Serial-10 yr . 
Re fun d i nt~ Serial-10 yr . 
98 
The above table shows the tota l bonded indebtedness up 
to and including 1938 . It wi ll be noted t hat t he total bonde d 
indebtedness is $ 1 46 , 950 . 00 , and that the greatest arwunt of 
bonds trat are still outstanding are for paving . 
98 . Ordinance Book , City of Oberlin , Book C, page 1 0 . 
CHAPTll:R VIII 
SUMJ\,IA.RY AND REC0:11.:::.:; . DaTIOHS 
Introduction 
The summary and recommendations that are made as a re -
sult of this study are given only after a detailed study into 
the various phases of the sovernmental organizations . 
Government 
The government of Oberlin is not conducive to efficient 
ad~inistration since the responsibility of government is not 
centered in any one individual . The writer was given the im-
pression that the government 1;vas neither the strong- mayor weak-
council type , or strong- council weak-mayor type , but a type 
where the division of power is not definite . The tenure of 
the officials is too short for an efficient administration . 
It v.ould no doubt improve the administration of government if 
sufficient remuneration could be paid in orc..er to attract 
qualified individuals to these important governmental posi-
tions . The e_nployin~ of a ci t;y superintendent is a inove to-
v,ard better government as tnis indi vic.ual is responsible for 
all mun·cipal utilities and part of the public services . This 
office pays a remuneration sufficient to attract a qualified in-
dividual vvno ~.:.ust give full time to the city . The city could 
reduce its expenditures by adopting a system of centralized pur-
chasing under the office of city superlntendent through com-
petitive bids . All subordinate officials in the municipal -
owned utilities , street departrr.ent , and sewage department 
should be directly responsible to ;.. he city superintendent . 
The qualifications of the city treasurer and city clerk should 
be raised ~bove the requirements that they be a qualified vot-
er • These two officials should be bonded as they nandle the 
funds of tle city . They could be selected on a merit basis by 
the mayor , with tenure secure so long as they give efficient 
service . 
Police 
Since the marshal is the head of the police department 
he should be a qualified individual trained in the field of 
crime qetection and a~prehension . The police judge should 
have an off ice in t he city builcdn5 where the citizen can ge t 
in touch with him when needed . Hs should have a fixed salary 
and the fee system should be abolis.1ed . A more modern system 
of records and reports should be adopt ed . The qualifications 
for this of fice should include a knowledre of criminal pro-
cedure and tralning in the le ga l profession . 
Fire Department 
If an efficient fire department can be measured by the 
amount of fire losses over a period of years , then the depart -
fu~nt in Oberlin is be lo w the average in efficiency . Inst ead 
of practice of paying the firemen according to the number of 
fi res attende d, i t wou l d be much bette r to pa y t h e f i reme n a 
defini t e s a lar y and t hey s h ou l d be defi n ite l y resp ons i ble 
e i the r to t h e mayo r or city su pe rintende nt . 
Stree t s 
The e ff icien cy o f t he s tre e t depa rtment cou l d be i mproved 
by g iving t he city superi n t endent the power to e mp l o y the l abor 
r ather t h a n make i t a r e lie f project . The wri te r does no t wi sh 
to l eav e t he i mpr essi on that t h e city s h ou l d not ca r e fo r the 
n eedy ci t igen s but i t shou l d not p l ace the r espons i bility u pon 
the city s u perintende nt . 
Gar ba ge Dis p osal 
The me thod o f ga r bag e d i spo sal i s v e r y i neff ici ent . The 
city does not have a de fini t e s ys t em of ga r bage d i sposal with 
a tax l evied f or thi s purpo s e . Th e ga r bage i s colle cted by 
priva t e i nd i v i dua l s who are u nde r no def ini te o bli gat i ons t o 
t he c i t y to make a s y s t ematic colle ct i on . The wri ter wou l d 
recommend that a t ax be l evie d a gain s t t he pro perty of the 
city f o r the pu rpose of empl oy i n g a garbage col lector . 
Wate r Sy s t em 
Th e water s y s t e m suppl i e s ade qua t e wat er f or a ll the needs 
of t h e city and it s citi z e n s . The r a t es a r e below the a verage 
for citi e s of t h is c l as s and the number of cu st ome r s i s above 
t he avera ge . The system is o pe r at e d e f f i cient l y as t he earn-
i n g s e a ch yea r a re ma t e ria l l y hi ghe r t han t he e xpenditures . 
'i J J (o,U 
'rhe revenue from the water system contri butes very materially 
4n the financing of the city government . 
Electric Li ght Plant · 
The electri c li ght and power plant suppli e s light and 
power at a reasonab le rate. It has a capacity large enou gh 
to supply ne i ghboring towns with power and li 5hts . The plant 
is mana ged efficiently as t he net earn ing s g reatly exceed the 
e xpenditures . The earnin g s from the plant contr i bute to a 
g reat extent to the funds for financin g the government . The 
light rate s are lower than the rat es of the a ve rage citi e s 
of that size with municipal-owned uti lities and a l so for 
citi e s with private - owned li ght and power plants . 
Sewage Sy s t e m 
The sewag e plant is sufficient to care for the satis-
vact or y dispo sal of a ll waste . Oberlin ha s a disposal plant 
which e liminate s the danger to t h e health of the citizens 
when t he sewa ge i s dumped into a nearby stream . 
Paving 
The city has more paving t han the average ci t y of that 
size in Kansas . -One reason for this is t hat it is the inter-
section of two hi ghways and naturally fe e ls t hat good stree t s 
will attract more motorists . 
Telephone 
The t e lephone service is e xcel lent . The rates a r e hi ghe r 
/ 
t han under the old local-owned company but t he services are 
much superior to the old sys tem. 
Source of Funds 
There are four sources of funds with t he mos t i mportant 
source being the earnings from t he water system and t he light 
and power plant . These t wo sources furnish 68 . 2 per cent of 
t he t o t al r evenue of the city . The gene ral pro perty tax is 
not s o i mportant ,as i s commonl y t he case in most cities of 
t h i s s i ze • . The levy woul d be much h i ghe r if it were not for 
t he fi rs t source mentioned above. 
Custody of Funds 
· The funds of t he cit y a re depo s it ed i n the t wo banks of 
t he c i t y wi t h a n equal amount i n ea ch bank so far as t h i s is 
possible. The writ er believes t his to be a goo d practice as 
one bank does not receive preference or benef it at t he expense 
of the othe r one . 
Pur pose of Funds 
Si nce t he ~re a te s t amo unt of t he f unds i s expended for 
salaries , maintenance, operatin g , and new equi pment, t he 
writer woul d suggest t hat t he utmost economy be practic ed 
in t he admi ni s t ering of these funds . The greatest i mpro ve -
ment in t h i s co nne ction would be centralized purchasing 
thro ugh· competit ive bids . 
Budget 
The city operates under the budget laws of Kansas ; how-
ever, it is vio l ating one of the laws of the state in regard 
to excessive expenditures in some of the funds . The writer 
woul d. recommend that the budget be so set up that t h is prac-
tice would. be eliminated. 
Bonds 
"The city is not overburdened so far as bonded . i ndebted-
ness is concerned. All bonds oft.he city are serial bonds 
which is a good point in an ef f icient gove r nment as it elim-
inates an exces s ive amount of interest being paid . The city 
has no sinking fund as all bonds are of t he serial t ype witn 
a certain amount coming due each year. 
Auditing and Reporting 
The city has been very effici ent i n rega r d to its 
r ecords and re port s s ince 1932. The cit y emplo ys an audi -
tor to audit t he books of t he c i t y a nnually and to make any re-
commendations that woul d i mp rove t he efficiency of recording . 
The city make s an annual report to t he citizens . Imp rovement 
could be ma de ~n the annual report by putting it i n such form 
t hat t he average citizen could understand. 

TABLE XXVIII 
Taken Frorp Auditors Report 1937 -1938 
Cl assified Analys is of Receipts and Dis burseme nts 
by Funds July 1, 1937 to June 30 , 1938 
Bond and Inte r est Fund 
Received : 
Taxes -levy 
" Special Sewer 
tt Special Paving 
Tot a l Receive d 
Transfered from PU Fund 
Total rec'd & trans fer 
July 1, . 1937 balance 
Total 
Disbursed : 
Bond Principal 
Interest 
Commission 
Postage 
Total dis bursement s 
June 30 , 1938 balance 
Total 
Pu bli c Utilit i es Fund : 
July 1 , 1937 Cash i n 0fc 
July 1, 1937 P U Fund 
July 1, 1937 Total Cash 
Received : 
Classif ie d in PU Report 
Total 
Disbursed: 
Class ified i n PU Re port 
Trans fe rs to other Funds 
Total 
June 30 , 1938 Cash in ofc . 
June 30, 1938 PU Fund 
June 30 , L938 Total Cash 
Total 
7-l-tol2- 31 
1937 
2863 . 81 
l -l- to - 6- 30 
1938 
4020 . 96 
518 . 72 
5534 -08 
10073 . 76 
42-00 . 00 
330 . 95 
4648 • .66 
7843 .4~ 
232Lf- . 0 6 
1016'{ .48 
7230 . 00 
3354 . 60 
13 . 23 
.48 
14273 -76 
11730. 00 
3156 . l5 
18/71 
. 64 
141965 . 50 
=23""'-'2=8,,_4:....:;-"',6.-.5 _ _ -=2Q886 .• 92 
17133.30 
8483 . 9T 
25617.27 
16758 . 86 
5600 . 00 
22358 .86 
'rotal 
6884 . 77 
849 . 67 
10182_.74 
179l7 •. 18 
6524 . 06 
24441 . 24 
2493 . 41 
~6934 . 65 
18960 . 00 
6510 .75 
31. 94 
1.12 
25503 . 81 
1430 .84 
26934 .§5. 
619 . 69 
5625 . 40 
6245 .09 
4411L.51 
50416 . 66 
33892 . 16 
14083 . 97 
47976 .13 
373 . 70 
2066 . 83 
21+~ 
50416 . 66 
TABLE XXIX 
Taken from Auditors Report 1937 -1938 
Class ified Analysi s of Receipts and Disbursement s by Funds 
July 1, 1937 to June 30 , 1938 
General Fund 
Received : 
Taxes, Levy 
" ., C i garette 
" ''Street Li ght back tax 
Licenses 
Sewer Permits 
Gas Permits 
Police F.ines 
TB Te s ts 
7-l-to-12-31 
1937 
488 . 37 
59 . 90 
2.58 
113.00 
27 . 00 
152 .50 
31 .00 
Sa l es a nd Dama ges recovered 
Do g Tax 
16 . 00 
23 5 . 24 
6.oo 
1131.59 
1300.00 
Total Received 
Tran sferred fro m PU Fund 
11 "Airport fund 
Total rec. with transfers 
July 1, 1937 Ba lance 
Total 
Disbursed: 
Officia l s sal aries 
Police salaries 
Labor 
Gas a nd Oil 
Repairs a nd Sup plies 
Office Expense & Supplies 
Tele phone & Te l e graph 
Attorney 
Accountant 
Clerk of Court-Ross Claim 
Rent for CCC Camp 
Dues L of Municipalities 
Co. Treas . De linquent Taxes 
Total Di sbursements 
June 30 , 1938 Balan ce 
Total 
2431 . 59 
90 . 0 
1192. 90 
622 .75 
47 . 67 
223 . 32 
118 . 31 
67 . 50 
550 . 00 
105 . 00 
200 . 00 
15 . 00 
2132 .45 
l-l-to- 6-30 
1938 
1208". 37 
122 . 88 
5 . 03 
279 . 00 
18 . 00 
73/00 
17.00 
2 .40 
40 . 00 
25. 00 
1790 . 68 
950 . 00 
96 • .29 
2836 . 97 
120 . 00 
1173.33 
254 -95 
19 . 41 
31 . 91 
96 . 30 
29 .18 
50 . 00 
900 . 00 
100 . 00 
88 . 59 
2863 .97 
Tota l 
1:696 . 74 
1B2 . 78 
7 .61 
392 . 00 
45 . 00 
225 .-50 
48 . 00 
18 .40 
275 . 24 
31 . 00 
2922.. 27 
2250 . 00 
96 .29 
5268 . 56 
488 . 39 
5756 . 95 
,-. ..., -,. . ,-
..__ _._ __,. • '---'v 
210 . 00 
2366 . 23 
877 . 70 
67 . 08 
255 . 23 
214 . 61 
96 . 68 
100 . 00 
105 . 00 
900 . 30 
300 . 00 
15 . 00 
88 . 59 
5596~1:t2 ~. 4 
160 . 53 
5756-95 
TABLE XXX 
Taken from Auditors Report 1937-1938 
Cl a s sified Analysis of Re ceipt s and Dis bursement s by Funds 
July 1, 1937 to June 30, 1938 
Stree t Fund : 
Received : 
Taxes-Levy 
" Grave l and Curb 
Posts sold 
Total Received 
Transfers from P U Fund 
Totals 
July 1, 1937 Bal ance 
Total 
Dis bureements : 
Labor 
Material and Supplies 
New Equipment 
Total Disbursed 
June 30 , 1938 balance 
Tota l 
Ce metery Fund : 
Received : 
Taxes -Levy 
Lot s so ld 
Total received 
July lJ 1937 Bal ance 
Total 
Di s bursed : 
Labor 
Supplie s 
Total disbursed 
Ju ne 30 , 1938 Balance 
Total 
7-1-to-12~31 l-l-to-6-30 
1937 1938 
787 -78 
21. 95 
809 .75 
2400 . 00 
3209 . 73 
2256 . 82 
72 .13 
2328 . 95 
82.04 
83 . 00 
165 . 04 
250 . 00 
. 85 
250 -85 
1772 •. 05 
12. 50 
19 . 00 
1803 . 55 
450 . 00 
2253 . 55 
1748/10 
249 -46 
336 . 47 
2334 . 03 
282 . 00 
110 . 00 
392 . 00 
317 . 50 
29 -58 
347 . 08 
Total 
2559 • .83 
34 . 45 
1~9 . .oo 
2613 . 28 
2850 . 00 
5463 . 28 
733 . 06 
4730 . 23 
4004 . 92_ 
321- 59 
336 . 47 
4662 . 98 
67 . 24 
4730 . 22 
364 . 04 
193 . 00 
557 . 04 
95 -35 
652 -39 
567 . 50 
30.43 
597 . 93 
54 . 46 
652 . 39 
TABLE XXX I 
Taken from Auditors Report 1937 - 1938 
Classified Analys is of Rece i pts and Disbursements 
By Funds July 1, 1937 to June 30 , 1938. 
Park .F'und : '/ -l- to - 12- 31 
Received : 
Taxes -Levy 
ood Sol d 
Total Received 
Transfer from PU Fund 
Total Rec . & Transfer 
July 1 , 1937 Balance 
Total 
Dis burs ed : 
Labor 
haterial s 
Total Disbursed 
June 30 , 1938 Balance 
Total 
Sewer ~aintenan ce : 
Received : 
Taxe s -Levy 
- Trans f er f oom PU Fund 
Total received& transfe r 
July 1 , 1937 bal ance 
Tot a l 
Disbursed : 
Labor 
Supplies 
Tot al d isbursed 
Ju ne 30 , 1938 balance 
Tot a l 
Airport Fund : 
Received : 
T1Z.xes-Levy 
1937 
255 . 65 
6 . oo 
261. 65 
200 . 00 
461 . 65 
373. 66 
232 . 32 
605 . 98 
105 . 87 
2000 . 00 
2105 . 87 
115 . O 
181. 56 
296 .76 
44 . SLt 
25 . 00 
l-l - to- 6930 
1938 
559 .37 
559 . 37 
559 . 3.7 
350 .30 
293 .72 
644 . 02 
292 . 90 
292 . 90 
89 . 60 
82 . 45 
172 . 05 
80 . 09 
total 
815 . 02 
6 . oo 
821 .02 
200 . 00 
1021 . 02 
177 . 3.0 
11518 . 32 
723 . 96 
526 . 04 
1250 . 00 
51. 66 
1:i.2si32 
398 .77 
2000000 
2398 -77 
__291 . 51 
1407 . 26 
204 . 80 
264 . 01 
468 . 81 
938 . 4') 
1407 . 26 
124 . 63 
25 . 00 Transfer from PU Fund 
Total rec . & tran sfer 
July 1, 1937 balance 
Total 
69 . 54 80 .Q.2_ 149 . 6"3 
53 . 34 
96 . 29 
Di sbursed : 
Transferred to Gen Fund 96 . 29 96 . 29 
TABLE XXXII 
Talrnn Fron' Aud itors Report 1977- 7 938 
Class ified Analysis of Be ce i pt s and Di s bursements 
by Funds ~uly 1 , · 1937 to June 30 , 1938 . 
Fire De part ment Funds : 
Received: 
Taxe s -levy 
Interest on city warrant 
Commissioner of Ins . 
Total received 
July 1, 1937 ba l ance 
Total 
Dis bursement s : 
Labor 
Supplie s 
I nsurance 
Tot a l di s burs ed 
June 30 , 1938 bal ance 
Li brary Fund: 
·Received: Taxes -Levy 
July 1, 1937 balance 
Total 
Dis bursed : Obe r lin Lj_ brary 
Ju ne 30 , 1938 balance 
Total 
Band Fund : 
Receive d : Taxes-levy 
Dis bursed : •fon icipa l Band 
Stree t and Light Fund : 
Received : 
Re-imbursed by PU Fu nd 
Transfer from PU Fund 
Total Re c. & Transfer 
July 1, 1937 balance 
fot a l 
Di sbursed : 
Supplies 
7-l- t o- 12- 31 
1937 
1..:.1-to-6- 30 
1938 
Total 
66 . 91 200 . 25 267 .16 
30 . 00 30 . 00 
=1~7~1~-4~2=-------------'1~7'--=1 . 42 
268 . 33 200 . 25 468 . 58 
98 . 50 
60 . 22 
158 .72 
34 . 04 
39 . 41 
170 . 65 
170 . 65 
142 . 04 
234 . 91 
48 . 68 
36 . 50 
39 . 00 
328 . 32 
403 . 82 
66 .17 
309 . 03 
309 . 03 
205 . 71 
674 . 29 
135 . 00 
9 2 . 22 
328 . 32 
562 . 54 
111.75 
674 . 29 
~.100 . 21 
11.10 
111.31 
39 -41 
71 -90 
111 . 31 
479 . 68 
479 . 68 
142 . 04 
234 . 91 
376 . 95 
328 . 27 
48 . 68 
48 . 68 
TABLE XXX I II 
Taken from Auditor's Report 1937- 1938 
Statement of Taxes Rece ived 
Received 7- 1-37 to 12-31-37 Received 1-1-38 t o 
General 
St reet 
Cemetery 
Band 
Sewer Maint . 
Ai r port 
Park 
Fire De pt . 
Street Li ght 
Librar y 
Bond Int . 
Total s 
Soe cial Taxes 
Sewe r 
Paving 
Street 
Totals 
Received 
Cigarette tax 
Total rece ived 
Taxe s Delin- Total Taxe s Del i n-
l 236 guent 1931 guent 
417 . 10 71 . 27 488 . 37 1031. 54 176 . 83 
722·. 56 65 . 22 787 -78 1548 .09 223 . 96 
74.34 7 .70 82;04 257 . 66 24.34 
154 -97 15 -68 170 . 65 258 .36 50 . 67 
92.96 12 . 91 105 . 87 257 -6Q 35 . 30 
40 . 48 4 .06 44 . 54 67.20 12. 89 
248 . 10 7 . 55 255 . 65 505 . 78 53 . 59 
52 . 64 14.27 66 ,91 175 . 19 25 . 06 
2 . 58 5 . 03 
31 . 09 2.95 34 .04 56 . 84 9 .33 
2545 . 84 317 . 97 2863. 81 3121 . 14 899 . 82 
4380 . 08 5"-.!..lLI.202 . 24 1219 -40 1516 . 82 
246 . 32 84 . 63 330 . 95 368 .19 150 . 53 
3267 . 56 13ffil.10 4648 . 65 4366 . 81 1167 . 27 
12 . 50 9 .45 21 . 95 12 . 50 
3526 . 38 1475 -18 5001- 56 4747 -50 1317. 80 
59 . 90 
9963 .70 
Total of both pe r i ods 
6- 30- 38 
Tota l 
1208 . 37 
1772 .05 
282 . 00 
309 . 03 
292 . 90 
80 . 09 
559 . 37 
200 . 25 
5 . 03 
66 .17 
4020 . 96 
8796 . 22 
518/72 
5534 . 08 
12 . 50 
6065 . "30 
122 . 88 
14984 . 40 
?4948 . 10 
TABLE XXXIV 
Taken fro m Audi to r ' s Repor t 1937- 1938 
St a t e of 1937 Tax Roll 
1937 t ax 
Gene r a l Levy Le vy Abs t r a ct dis t ribut ed 
Gene r a l 2 2 , 045 . 12 1,031 . 54 
St r e et 3 3 , 068 . 50 1 , 548 . 09 
Fire Depart ment . 34 347 . 51 175 . 19 
Park . 98 1 , 002 . 47 505 . 47 
Sewe r Ma i nt ena nce . 5 511.19 257 -60 
Ceme te r y . 5 511 . 03 257 . 66 
Libr a ry . 11 112 . 55 56 . 84 
Band . 5 511-72 258 . 36 
Airpor t . 13 133 . 05 67 . 20 
Bond and Int e r e s t 6 . 03 6 2117 . 04 1 2 121 •. 14 
Tot a l lL~. 09 14 2 ~20 . 1:8 7 2279 °40 
S12e cia l Taxe s 
Sewer 1 , 030 . 53 368 . 19 
Pavi ng 12 , 202 . 75 4 , 366 . 81 
Gr ave l 75 . 00 12 . 50 
Total 13 , 308 . 28 4 , 747 . 50 
6- 30- 38 
balan ce 
re ceived 
1 , 013 . 58 
1 , 520 . 41 
172-32 
496 . 69 
253 . 59 
253 . 37 
55 . 71 
253 . 36 
65 -85 
3 2055 . 90 
7 , 140 -78 
662 . 34 
7 , 835 -94 
62 . 50 
8 , 560 -78 
1937 'rangi ble valuat i on $1 , 023 , 425 . 00 
1938 Tangibl e va l uat i on $1 , 033 , 745 -00 
Intangi bl e taxe s are credi t ed to Oberlin Township 
The 1937 t axe s shown above a s dist r i but ed were r eceived by 
t he city treasu r e r prior to 6~3001938 . 
TABLE X1,:KV" 
Taken from Auditor's Report, 1937-1938 
Public Utili t ies Department 
Water 
Bui l dina s 
Eauinment 
Mains 
Tot a ls 
Electric 
Buildinp:,s 
l.!:' l ant .i!.q . 
Lines 
Totals 
F'ord V- 8 
Tr uck 
IT.!:inn 
Totals 
Fixed Asset and Depre ciation Char ged 
July 1 , 1937 to June 30 , 1938 
Cost Cost Depre ciation This 
I~ Value !Add i t ions Value Previous Year 
7-1-17 6- 10- 38 
I~ 2 . 1S2. 9~ 2.152 -92 18S . Sc 43 . oc 
Ii:: 11. 616 . s i::: 1.411. sc: 13.047 . 77 4.21 5 . 6E 6S2 . 6E 
I::: so.ooo.oc 50 . 000 . 00 S. 7 SO . OC 1. 000 . oc 
61 . 769 6S . 200 . 69 10~15 1. 2L 1. 695 -llf 
I~ , 10 , ooo . o 10. 000 . 00 3 .168 . 3~ 200 . oc 
I~ l b , tH:36 . 1 534 . 9c. 119 , 421.16 64 , 421.9] 5 , 971. 0; 
le: 45 , 841. 8 923 -9: 46 , 765 . 83 12 , 267 . os 2 , 338 . 2 
1174 . 728 . 0' l. 4c:;8 . 9L 176 .186 . 99 179 , 857 -3~ 8 , 509 . 3 
481. 6" 65 . oc 546 . 65 
600 . 0C 6S . OC 66s . oo 
-
239 , 578 . 8L 3 , 020 . 4S 242 , 599 . 33 90 , 008 . Sc 10 , 204 . SC 
·rotal 
228 . 6~ 
4 . 868 . o~ 
6 . 750 . oc 
11. 846 . 6C 
3 , 368 . 3~ 
70 . 392 . 9, 
14 . 605 -3£ 
88 . ~66 . 6'i 
10 , 021.1: 
TABLE XXXVI 
Ta ke n f r om Aud i t or ' s Report 1937 - 1938 
Pu blic Utilit i es Depart .ent 
Ba l ance Shee t 
June 30 , 1938 
Liabil i ties and Cap i ta l 
Li a bili tie s 
·a t e r Work s Bonds Payabl e 
P . U. Warrant No . 5283 , l - 8f: : _ 
1929 
Meter Depos jts Payable 
Sa l es Tax Payah1e 
Tota l Li a b il i ti e s 
Ca p i tal 
9 , 000 . 00 
1, 500 . 00 . 
529 . 00 
52 • J 5 
Surp l us Ju ly 1 , 1937 147 , 072 . 43 
Add Net ga i n 7 - 1- 37 
to 6- 30- 38 3 , 77 2 . 55 
Total 1 50 , 844 . 98 
De duct Tran sfer s to 
othe r fund s 14 , 083 . 97 
11, 081. 1 5 
Su r o l u s J une 30 , 1938 136 , 761 . 0 1 
Total liabi lit i es and 
ca p i tal 1 47 , 842 . 16 
TABLE XXXVII 
Taken from Au ditor ' s Report 1937- 1938 
Pu bl i c Utili t ies Department 
I ncome and Expense 
Ju l y 1 , 1937 to June 30 , 1938 
Income 
Elect r ic i t y 
¥ater 
Penalti e s 
I e rchandi se 
To t al In come 
Expense 
Sa l aries 
Fue l 
Maintenance - plant 
Maintenance - I¥atar 
Naintenance - Lines 
Oi l and Gas 
Office Expense 
Rent and Heat 
Fre i gh t 
Insurance 
Total Operat ing Expense 
Net Ga i n 
Finan cia~ Expens e 
Int e r es t on Bonds 
Net Gain 
33 , 023 . 75 
9 ,172 . 28 
155 .12 
412 . 42 
42, 763 . 57 
9 , 341. 58 
8 , 493 .1 2 
3 , 714 . 45 
2 , 113 . 69 
506 . 85 
849 . 21 
701.23 
799 . 55 
278 . 08 
1 , L~l4 . 87 
28 , 212 . 63 
14 , 550 . 94 
573 . 53 
13 , 977 . 35 
Date 
u l y 23 , 
11 
II 
If 
ti 
- Se pt . 7 , 
II 
11 
e C • 30 , 
II 
II 
Feb . 9 , 
J une 28 , 
II 
Jun e 28 , 
TABL ' XXJ<..'VII 
aken from Au d i t or ' s Report , 1937- 1938 
St atement of Tr an sf e rs 
J un e 30 , 1938 
Fund und 
fr om to 
1937 Public Utili t i e s Ai rport 
II II Bond & Int . 
II II Sewe r 1'!.B.int . 
II II Street lley 
II ti St r ee t Li ght 
1937 II 11 
II I I 
II II Stre et Alley 
ti II G-ene ra l 
1937 I I II 
II 
II 11 a r k 
II II St r eet Alley 
1938 11 
I I Bond & Int . 
1928 II I I Gene r a l 
11 II St r ee t Alle y 
Amount 
25 . 00 
2 , 324 . 06 
2 , 000 . 00 
1 , 000 . 00 
186 . 23 
48 . 68 
700 . 00 
700 . 00 
600 . 00 
200 . 00 
700 . 00 
4 , 200 . 00 
950 . 00 
fll'.20 -00 
•
1 ota l ub . Ut ili ty fund s to ot '1e r fun ds 
14 , 083 -97 
1938 Airport Gene r a l 96 -29 
Total t r a nsf ers 14 , 180 . 26 
The 1937 budget f or 1938 provided f or a t rans f e r f r om the 
Public Utilities Fund to t h e Bond and Int e r est Fund in t he sum 
of $3 , 000 . ·o provi s i on had been ma de i n t he budget for any 
othe r of t !e a bove li s ted transfers . Al l t r ans f e rs were autho r-
i~ed by t he council . 
Observations ma de in going over the books ·of the City 
Government: 
1. None of the city officials are bonded as provided 
by General Statutes 1935 , chapter 15, pa ge 208 . 
2. I nter-fund t ransfers were authorized by t he city 
council. T'hey were part i ally provi ded for in t he Budget. 
3. Claims are consi dered and passed on by the Council. 
They were partiall y provided for in the Budget. 
4. Ci garette t axes were distributed by t he County 
Treasure r in accordance wi t h s tatutory provisions. 
5. The overdraft appearing in t he Par k Fund i s in 
direc t violation of the Cash Basis Law , cha pter 10, pa ges 
1113 to 1115 of General Statutes. 
6. Expenditures exceed the budget provi s ions in sev-
eral of t he funds. .This i s in violat ion of the Budget 
Law, chapter 79 , pages 2934 to 2935. 
7. Explanation : Trans f ers from t he Public Utilities 
Fund to t he s everal other funds that exceeded t he budget, 
more t han offset the excess of expendi tures . 
8 . Asset s of t he Public Utilitie s depart me nt include 
a loan to Decatur Count y National Bank of $3,000. This re-
sulted from deposits in the Oberlin Fational Bank which 
closed March 4, 1933, and which by a greement wi t h de posi-
tors was reorganized and continued in bus iness as t he 
Decatur County Jational Bank. 
Taken from t he Audit Report for t he City of Oberlin, July 1, 
1937, to June 30, 1938 . 
B I B L I O G R A P H Y 
Book s 
Rice, Stua rt A. 
+ 
Me t hods in Socia l Science . A case book com-
p iled unde r t he dire ction of the Commi t t e e of Scienti f ic 
Ieth od in t he So ci a l S ci en ce s of t h e So ci a l S c i en ce Re -
search Coun cil, Chicag o , The Un iversity of Chicago Pre ss . 
1 931. 822p . 
Of part icu l a r value as a s our ce of inf or mation re -
l a t ive to methods of r e search applica b l e to t h e fie l d of 
Social Sci e n ce. 
Ka nsas , Laws, Statutes , et c. Revise d St a t ute s of , (a nnotate d ) 
1935. Revised by Franklin Corri ck . Conta ini n g a ll l a ws 
of a g e ne r a l nat u r e i n force, du l y a r r a n ged , e d i ted and 
nu mbe r e d , with h e a d ing . Histo r y and cros s r e f e r en ces 
i n sert ed as r equ ired by law. Publ i s hed unde r authority 
by Chapter 297, Laws 1 935 . Topeka , Kansas Stat e Pri n t -
i n g , W. C. Aust in, State Print e r, 1935 . 27 05p . 
Very valuable as a source book on laws of Ka n sas 
which hav e been used as a basis of lnforrnati on throu gh -
out t h e p r e par at ion of this t h e s is. 
Andreas, A. T . Hi s t or y of t he St at e of Kansas cont aini n g a 
full a ccount o f i t s growth fro m an u n inhab i ted t e rritpry 
-=-
to a weal thy and i mportant state ; o f its early sett le-
ment s ; i t s rapid inc r e ase in po pulat i on and the devel-
o pment o f its na t ural res ou r ces. Also a suppl e me n t a r y 
hi story and descript i on of - it s counti e s , cities , and 
v illa ges , t he ir advant a ges , indu s t ri e s , manufacturers , 
and comme rce ; to whi ch are a dd ed bio g r aph_ical sketch e s 
and p ortra its of p rominent men and early settlers . 
Ch icago, , A. T . Andreas, 1883 . 1616p . 
This b o ok was valuabl e i n s e cur j_ n g information re -
l at i ve to t h e earl y h isto r y and organi;a tion of De ca tur 
County . 
Uni ted States Department of Commer ce , Bure au of the Census . 
Thirtee nth census of the Uni t ed States 1910 . Popu lation 
reported by sta tes, s howing t h e compos ition a nd cha r a c-
teristics of the p o pu l ation for coun ti e s , cities and 
townshi ps or other mino r civil d ivisions . Wa s h ingt on , 
Gove rnment Pr i nt ing Office , 191 3 . Vol. 1 to 6 . 
The t h irt e e nth census _of the United Stat e s 1 910 was 
used to gathe r mat e rial i n r e gard t o t h e growth of p opu -
lat ion in Oberli n , Kansas by n a ti onali t i e s . 
United States _Department of Commerce , Bure au o f the Census . 
Fourteent h census of the United Stat es 1920 . Po pul0t ion 
reported by state s , showing t he c omposition qnd charac-
teristics of the popu l ation for c ounti e s, citi e s, and 
townsh i ps or othe r mino r divisions . Washington , Gove rnment 
Printing Office , 1 923 . Vol. 1 to 9 . 
The fourteenth censu s of t he Uni ted States 1 9 20 was 
used t o gather mate r i al in r egard to t he growt h of popu-
l ation in Oberlin, Kansas, by na t i onalit i e s . 
Un ited Stat es Department of Commerce , Bure a u of t he Census . 
Fifteenth census of the United States 1930. Population 
r eport ed by s t ates , s h owing the c omposit ion and charac-
terist i cs of the population f or counties, citi e s, town-
ships , or othe r minor civil divisi ons . ~ash ington , 
Government Print i n g 0ffi ce, 1932 . Vol. 1 to 6 . 
The fift eent h cen sus of the United States 1930 was 
used to gathe r material in r egar d t o the growth of popu-
l ation i n Oberlin , Kansas , by nationaliti e s 
Do cument s 
Oberlin. Cit y Cl e rk. Reco r d of ~ inu tes of Counc i l ~eetings. 
Oberlin, Kansas , 1885-1937• 5 Vols . 
Ve r y valuable as a prima r y s ource of inf or ma t i on c on-
cerning t he a ct ivitie s of t h e l e g islat i ve branch of gov-
e rnment of the city . 
Obe rlin. Cit y Clerk . Ordinances Book . Record of City Ord in-
ance s. Oberlin , Kansas, 1885-1937 • 6 v ol s. 
Very valuab le as a primary s ource of inf or mat ion con-
cernin g t h e ordina nces in force in the city. 
Oberlin. Cit y Clerk . Record of Bond I ssues. Oberlin , Kansas , 
1886-1937• 2 vols. 
Val uable in tracing t he h ist or y ·of the bonded i n -
debtedness of the city from the time the first bond s 
were issu ed down t o t he present t ime . 
Oberlin. City Cl erk- Treasurer. Annual Report. Obe rl i n , 
Kansas, 1937 . 1 2p . 
Used as a s our ce of information in tracing the 
sources of r e venu e and pu r poses of expenditures of 
the city. 
Oberlin . Aud i to r. Re port Cit y of Oberlin , Kansa s, July , 
1932 . 14-p . 
Very va luable as a prima r y source of informat i on 
in rega r d t o the rece i pts and expenditures of vari ous 
funds . 
Oberlin . Au d i t or . Report Cit y of Oberl i n , Oberltn , Kansas . 
July , 1933 . 13 p . 
Ve r y va luabl e as a p r imary source of inf ormat i on 
in r egard to t h e r e ceipt s and exr enditures of various 
funds. 
Oberlin . Auditor. Report Cit y of Obe r lin , Oberl in , Ka n sas , 
Ju l y , 1934. 14p . 
Very va luable as a sour ce of i nfo rmati on i n re gard 
to the r e ceipts and expendit ure s of t he variou s funds . 
Obe r lin . Au d itor . Repo r t Cit y of Oberl in , Obe rlin , Kansa s , 
July , 1935 . 15P • 
Very valuable as a p r i mary source of information 
in re gar d to the recei pts and e x penditure s of the 
vari ous funds. 
Oberlin . Auditor. Re po r t Cit y of Oberl in , Oberlin, Kansas 
J uly , 1 936 . 13p . 
Very valuable as a primary source of informat i on 
in r egard t o the r e ce i pt s and expe ndi t ure s of vari ous 
f u n ds . 
Oberl in . Au d i t or . Report Cit y of Oberlin , Oberlin , Kansas , 
J uly , 1937 , 13p . 
Ve r y valuab le as a prima r y s ource o f i nformation 
i n r ega rd to the r e ceipts and expenditures of the var-
ious fun d s . · 
Oberlin Te lephone Company . Re cord Book . Obe rlin , Kansas , 
1902-191 2 , 3 vols. 
Very valuab l e for inf or mat i on i n r egard t o t he 
a ctiv i t i e s and a mount of bu siness of the te l e phone 
company . 
Se n ~or Chambe r of Commer ce. e co r d of Tu ·nut e s . Oberl in i 
Kansas, 1928-1937 . 2 vol s . 
Ve r y va luabl e as a prima r y sou r ce i n t ra c lng the 
activi t i es o f the o r ga n izat i on a nd i n i ts g rowt h . 
Junior Chambe r of Comme rce. Record of ~tlnut e s . Oberli n , 
Kansas, 1938 -1939 . 1 vol . 
Very valuab l e as a s ou r ce i n t r ac i n g t he de v e l op-
men t a n d activities o f t h is orga n ization . 
Oberlin , Ch au tauqua Association. Record of lviinutes . Oberlin , 
Kansas , 1 912-1931. 2 v ols. 
Very valuab l e as a s our ce of i nforma ti on in re-
gard t o t he g ift of land t o t he city for build ing a 
park . 
la gazine s 
ansas League o f Municipaliti e s ( Ka n sa s Gove rnment Journal , 
vol. 26 , PP • 34-37, Ma y 1940 ) . 
A valuabl e source of informat i on r e l at i v e to t h e 
comparipon of u t ili t i e s i n c i t i e s of Kans as . 
Ne wspape rs 
Oberlin He r ald . Obe rlin , Kansas , Ju n e 15 , 1939 . 
Valuable i n s e cur i n g information r e lative t o 
the e a r l y h i story and de v e lopment of Oberlin . 
Persona l Int e rviews 
Cl a ar, Ra l ph . Cit y Cl e r k . Oberlin , Kansas, .fay- J u ne , 1938 . 
1r . Claa:r. ·, who has he l d the p osit i on of city 
cl e r k f o r the past 8 years, as s iste d to a great e x -
tent i n offering help and advice as to the pro cedure 
of h i s office. 
Nitch, J . C. _ ayo r . Oberlin , Kansas, Hay 10 , 1938 . 
1'he assi sta n ce of hr . Nitch wa s very beneficial 
i n s e curi n g inf orrration re l a tive to t h e du t i e s of the 
mayo r and the p rob l ems of the g ov ernment of t he c i ty . 
Th omsen , A. J. Counci l man . Oberlin , Kinsas , May 5 , 1938 . 
Mr. Thomsen was consulted r elat ive to t h e counci l 1an ' s 
viewpoint o f efficient mun i cipal govern ment and to t h e 
duties o f the coun c i l. 
Add l eman , 
1938 . 
• G. Chairma n o f Park Board , Oberlin , Kansa s , i1ay 5 , 
Mr. Add l e man as s isted i n securing mate r ial and i n 
g i vi_n g informati on i n r e gard to t h e pa r k f a c i lities of 
t he c ity . 
Wo o dward , Ernest . P r es ide nt of Rotary , Obe rlin , Kansas , 
Apri l 11 , 1938 . 
Mr. Woodard supplied informati on i n r e t:ard t o :th e 
organization of t he Rotary Club and its deve l opment i n 
the c ity . 
Love , J'ohn . Resident of Oberlin , Kansas , April - Ma y , 1938 ; 
~r. Love was one o f the pione e rs of Obe r lin and 
was very influential in tl1e de velopment o f the ci v i e 
affairs of t he ci t y . He su ppl i ed i nfo r mat ion r e l ative 
to t he early hist or y o f t he city . 
.iv1oorish , Guy. City Su perint endent , Oberlin , Kansas , 1viay 6 , 
1938 -
Mr. ~oor i sh i s in direct ch a r ge of al l uti liti e s 
of t he c it y t hat are mun ici p~lly owne d . He supplied 
i n f o r mation i n regard t o t he duti es of h is of fi ce and 
re comme ndations for i mpr ov ing the gove rnment . 
